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The  work  of  the  cross 

The  earth  quaked  in  revulsion  ^ 

As  drops  of  blood  pelted  its  surface 
From  the  body  of  its  own  Creator. 

The  atmosphere  turned  dark 
As  if  to  cloak  the  eyes  of  the  universe 
From  the  sight  of  the  atrocity  — 

The  horror  diat  man  did  to  the  Lord  of  the  Universe. 

The  cry  sounded,  “It  is  finished”  — 

Signalling  work  completed.  Work  planned 
in  the  councils  of  eternity. 

The  ghost  departed. 

The  broken,  bloody  body  was  taken,  crumpled,  from  the  cross. 
Loving  hands  wrapped  the  body  —  spices,  finest  linen; 
and  placed  it  into  the  tomb  — 
the  final  chapter  of  the  messianic  dream 
of  an  insane  Nazarene. 

(Or  so  they  thought) 

Reverberating  out  of  the  passages  of  time 
His  Word  powerfully  rang, 

“Destroy  this  temple 
And  I  will  raise  it  again  in  three  days.” 

Those  distant  sounds  of  remembrance 
struck  those  who  had  had  him  killed. 

Memories  of  blasphemous  words  that  could  only  be 
accomplished  through  human  means. 

Plans  were  made.  Designs  created. 

Jewish  hearts  feared.  Roman  might  protected. 

But  three  days  were  accomplished  and  an  angel 
Roll^  the  stone  away  to  find 
a 

living 

breathing 

Messiah  —  —Donald  Minshew 

To  the  glory  of  God  Pastor,  Lake  Forest  (Jhurch 

For  the  salvation  of  man.  Walls,  Miss. 


Tanzania  work  crew  not  ^board’  by  miracle 

^  By  Vicki  Brown 

.  MBINGU,  Tanzania  (BP)  a  local  merchant  for  half  of  the  need-  the  men  as  he  climbed  back  into  his  anything  the  devil  tries.  We  trust  you  found  another  board  and  fashioned  a 

Perhaps  it  was  the  princi|rfe  of  feeding  ed  lumber  and  cmitracted  for  the  truck.  “If  we  don’t  find  wood  today,  for  the  material  we  need.”  communion  table, 

the  5,000  applied  to  building  a  church,  remainder.  we’ll  just  have  to  leave  the  project  in-  As  he  parked  his  truck,  a  man  he  At  the  church  dedication  service  the 

Se^n  Southern  Baptist  volunteers  But  when  he  went  to  pick  up  a  load  complete.”  had  never  seen  before  walked  up.  “I  next  evening,  one  villager  professed 

who  paid  their  way  to  Tuoania  to  hdp  of  the  second  half,  he  discovered  the  The  search  failed  again  that  mom-  understand  you  need  some  wood,’’ the  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  two  others 

missionary  Calvin  Brown  build  a  shop  owner  had  sold  half  of  the  pro-  ing.  At  one  point  a  villager  stopped  man  said.  “I’ve  got  nine  pieces  I’d  like  who  had  become  (Christians  earlier  re¬ 
church  weren’t  looking  for  miracles,  mi^  wood.  So  while  the  volunteers  Brown  and  a  Ihnzanian  Christian  who  for  you  to  see.”  Nine  pieces  —  and  of  quested  bai^ism. 

just  hard  work.  They  found  both.  began  putting  up  the  roof,'  the  mis-  was  helping  him.  “He’s  an  mchawi  better  quality  than  any  they  had  The  following  Sunday,  nearly  900 

Weeks  before  the  team  arrived,  sionary  unsuccessfully  scoured  (Swahili  for  witch  doctor),”  the  Ihn-  already  used,  the  volunteers  noted,  people  attended  the  morning  service 

Brown,  of  Abilene,  IVscas,  made  Mbingu  and  surrounding  villages  for  zanian  told  the  missionary.  Like  the  bread  and  fish  in  the  4n  tlw  completed  building.  Ibn  people 

several  12-hour  trips  to  the  building  more  lumber.  ^  “Satan  doesn’t  want  us  to  finish  our  biblical  story  of  Jesus  feeding  the  made  professions  of  faith,  and  several 

site.  He  encouraged  church  members  The  next  moiling  the  wood  was  church.”  5,000,  the  lumber  exceeded  the  de-  others  requested  churdi  membership 

to  complete  the  walls  and  make  sure  finished  but  the  roof  wasn’t.  Discouraged,  Brown  prayed  as  he  mand.  Once  the  roof  was  completed,  Vicki  Brown  is  press  representative 

all  materials  for  the  roof  would  be  ‘Pray  the  Ixurd  will  provide  the  nine  drove  back  to  the  building  site:  “Lord,  the  men  built  seven  pews  and  a  for  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in 

available.  On  the  final  visit,  he  paid  pieces  we  need,”  Brown  grimly  told  we  know  your  power  is  greater  than  podium  from  the  scraps.  Then  they  Tanzania. 
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If  the  Baptists  of  Mississippi  want  tinning  to  fight,  and  they  are  a  power-  Pastors,  perhaps  your  folks  need  to 
gambling  in  the  state,  they  are  on  the  ful  army.  We  have  let  riverboat  hear  more  about  this  from  the  pulpit, 
right  track.  The  problem  is  that  gambling  get  by  if  it  is  supported  by  Some  of  the  folks  who  are  calling  the 
enough  senators  are  so  convinced  that  the  voters  of  the  ports  where  the  boats  legislators  and  insisting  that  thQ^  vote 
gamt}ling  is  wrong  that  lottery  at  least  would  dock.  Let’s  stop  gambling  there,  in  support  of  a  vote  on  a  lottery  may 
has  been  stopp^  thus  far.  Those  Let's  urge  those  citizens  in  the  port  be  some  of  your  folks, 
senators,  however,  have  been  hung  out  cities  to  vote  against  letting  the  Somehow  we’ve  got  to  beat  this 
to  dry  because  the  Baptists  who  had  gambling  boats  dock.  thing.  We  have  the  strength  to  do  it. 

caused  the  senators  to  believe  that  At  this  point  it  seems  that  a  special  i  i-aioiatnr,,  hana 

gambling  is  wrong  have  not  supported  ses^on  of  the  LegislMure  is  in  the  there.  Let’s  help  them  do  the  job 
*1,  •  r*n  snaking.  There  will  tremendous  ^g>yg  ggj,t  them  there  to  do. 

All  that  IS  necessary  is  a  little  time  pressure  to  accept  a  state-run  lottery 
to  be  in  touch  with  the  members  of  the  as  a  means  of  helping  to  finance  the  They  need  oim  help,  and  they  want 

Legislature  and  let  them  know  what  state’s  education  reform.  would  take  so  little 

is  desired.  A  letter  or  a  phone  call  will  Many  are  demanding  the  right  to  them, 

do  it.  If  one  calls,  he  can  leave  a  vote  on  a  lottery,  but  the  constitution  ^t’s  not  be  the  ones  paving  the  way 
message;  and  it  will  be  delivered  to  at  this  point  denies  that  unless  the  t®*"  ®  lottery.  It  is  not  going  to  create 
the  legislator.  Legislature  makes  it  available  by  a  income.  It  is  going  to  take 

They  need  to  hear  from  us.  They  two-thirds  vote.  There  is  no  initiative  nioney  away  from  some  who  need  it 
need  help.  Some  of  them  are  putting  system  in  Mississippi.  The  voters  some  of  it  out  of  state  and 

up  heroic  battles,  putting  their  can’t  demand  to  vote  on  an  issue.  It  8*'^®  some  of  it  to  others, 
political  careers  on  the  line  for  what  has  to  be  voted  into  being  by  the  The  schools  would  not  get  much  and 
they  believe  in;  and  they  need  Legislature.  mi^t  even  wind  up  with  less  than 

support.  '  Maybe  Baptists  want  a  lottery.  If  so,  they  have  if  a  lottery  were  to  be 

If  a  state-run  lottery  comes  to  our  we  are  doing  well.  The  historic  Bap-  depended  on  to  finance  them, 
state,  it  will  be  because  we  asked  for  tist  pmition,  however,  has  been  that  We  are  in  a  battle,  and  only  the 
it.  We  would  not  have  to  wave  a  flag  gambling  is  wrong.  We  are  onposed  to  strong  and  determine  will  win. 
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and  say  we  want  a  lottery.  We  could 
do  nothing,  and  it  would  be  here. 

The  forces  in  support  of  lottery  and 
other  gambling  operations  are  con- 


bingo  and  raffles  and  lottery  and 
casinos  because  we  feel  that  those 
forms  of  attempts  to  get  something  for 
almost  nothing  is  wrong. 


It  can  be  us. 

The  telephone  number  is  359-3770. 
The  address  is  Box  1018,  Jackson,  MS 
39215. 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

Who  are  Southern  Baptists? 


The  realized  hope 


FORT  WORTH,  Ttexas  -  The  two 
conferences  were  separated  by  1,000 
miles  and  six  weeks.  The  national 
media  did  not  cover  either;  the 
religio'  press  did  only  to  an  extent. 
Most  Christians  will  never  know  the 
conferences  were  held;  but  for 
Southern  Baptists,  they  have  a 
teaching  and  symbolic  value  that  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  small  audience  at  each 
.conference. 

Early  in  1989,  the  eighth  in  a 
series  of  Believers’  Church  con¬ 
ferences  was  held  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth.  The  first  of 
these  was  held  at  Southern  Seminary 
in  Louisville,  in  1967.  Church 
historians,  theologians,  and  church 
leaders  from  several  nations  gathered 
at  Southwestern  to  mark  the  occasion 
of  the  English  publication  of  the 
writings  of  Balthasar  Hubmaier 
(1481-1528),  a  Catholic  priest  who 
became  an  Anabaptist  pastor, 
theologian,  and  martyr.  Mennonites, 
Brethren,  Baptists,  and  others  whose 
roots  are  in  the  heritage  of  the 
Believers’  Church  and  believers’  bap¬ 
tism  reaffirmed  the  validity  and  im¬ 
portance  of  their  common  convictions 
for  today. 

At  Trinity  Evangelical  Divinity 
School,  an  institution  of  the 
Evangelical  Free  Church  of  America 
locat^  in  the  north  suburbs  of 
Chicago,  an  Evangelical  Affirmations 
conference  was  held  in  mid-May. 
Evangelical  leaders  attended,  and  a 
few  Swthem  Baptists  participated.  It 
focused  upon  and  gave  reaffirmation 
to  the  common  heritage  and  mission 
of  Evangelical  Protestants. 


By  James  Leo  Garrett  Jr. 

The  two  conferences  can  serve  to 
highlight  and  clarify  a  proper  sen¬ 
understanding  of  Southern  Baptists. 

As  Baptists,  we  belong  to  that  line 
of  churches  whose  very  beginnings  in¬ 
volved  a  costly  stand  for  a  church  of 
professed,  committed  believers;  for 
the  baptizing  by  immersion  of  con¬ 
fessing  believers  only;  for  congrega¬ 
tional  polity  involving  voluntary  and 
practiced  church  discipline;  and  for 
religious  liberty  for  all  human  beings 
in  a  context  in  which  the  government 
does  not  persecMfUs^j^jh'kDa 
churches  do  norex^mt 
ment.  That  heritage  is  shai^  by  Bap¬ 
tists  with  other  denominations  (Men¬ 
nonites,  Brethren, .Jo  an  extent 
Quakers,  Churches  of  Christ, 
Disciples  of  Christ,  and  others). 

Of  course,  there  are  also  differences 
among  these  denominations.  Men¬ 
nonites  and  Brethren  have  some  con¬ 
victions  about  nonresistance  and 
peace  not  shared  fully  by  others. 
Quakers  do  not  practice  water  bap¬ 
tism  and  look  to  the  authority  of  “the 
inner  light.”  Churches  of  Christ  con¬ 
nect  the  act  of  baptism  with  the 
remission  of  sins.  Disciples  of  Christ 
have  an  identity  with  mainline, 
ecumenical  Protestants. 

In  the  heritage  of  .the  Believers’ 
Church,  Baptists  have  consistently  op¬ 
posed  infant  baptism,  state- 
established  churches,  and  religious 
persecution. 

Ibgether  with  these  considerations 
we  must  likewise  recognize  that 
Southern  Baptists  also  belong  to 
Evangelical  Protestantism.  We  share 
with  those  who  since  the  18th  century 


have  magnified  the  supreme  authori- 
^  of  the  Bible,  have  insisted  upon  a 
(ustinct  personal  conversion  to  Christ 
(new  birth,  salvation  by  grace),  and 
have  earnestly  sought  to  carry  out  the 
evangelistic  and  worldwide  mis- 
sionaiy  task  that  belongs  to  every 
Chiistian  and  to  every  Christian 
church.  We  know  that  Baptists 
benefited  greatly  from  the  first  Great 
Awakening  in  colonial  America.  Dare 
we  forget  the  Separate  Baptists  in  the 
Carolinas,  Virginia,  and  Kentucky? 

evei^'lMt^^^kfQ^akening  (or 
great  revival  mb^rtifehfj  We  do  well 
to  remember.  ft)e,-QV9lw^ical 
testants  wer^  jn  th^ornront  ^  the 
movement  )tVphbllHimuman  sjj^ry 
and  of  the  temperance  movCn^t. 

Ttoday  there  are  many  types  of 
Evangelicals.  Some  practice 
believers’  baptism  only,  and  others 
practice  infant  baptism  also.  Some 
are  strong  Clalvinists  in  doctrine, 
while  others  are  Arminian  in  theology. 
Some  are  premillennialists,  and 
others  are  amillennialists.  Some  are 
denominationalists  and  work  primari¬ 
ly  within  the  framework  of  a  given 
denomination;  others  are  non- 
denominational  independents  who  are 
not  identified  with  a  particular 
denomination  but  whose  network  of 
nondenominationalism  serves  as  a 
kind  of  denomination.  Some  have 
yearnings  for  a  restored  theocratic 
pattern  in  the  United  States,  while 
others  are  committed  to  a  pluralistic 
society  and  the  separation  of  church 
and  state. 


After  the  Sabbath,  at  dawn  on  the 
first  day  of  the  week,  Mary 
Magdalene  and  the  other  Mary  went 
to  look  at  the  tomb.  There  was  a 
violent  earthquake,  for  an  angel  of  the 
Lord  came  down  from  heaven  and,  go¬ 
ing  to  the  tomb,  rolled  back  the  stone 
and  sat  on  it.  The  guards  were  so 
afraid  of  him  that  they  shook  and 


Southern  Baptists,  therefore,  are 
Evangelicals  of  the  denominational 
type  with  deep  roots  in  the  Believers’ 
Church  heritage.  We  share  common 
convictions  with  Evangelicals  about 
the  Bible,  the  gospel,  and  evangelism 
and  missions.  We  also  differ  on 
various  noteworthy  matters  from  cer¬ 
tain  other  Evangelicals.  We  are 
unashamedly  denominationalists,  not 
in  the  sense  of  wanting  to  erect  or 
maintain  unnecessary  barriers 
against  other  Christians  but  in  the 
sense  of  being  committed  to  foreign 
missions,  home  missions,  publica¬ 
tions,  radio  and  television,  C^stian 
education  —  theological,  collegiate, 
and  congregational  —  and  helping 
ministries  as  Southern  Baptists  are 
co<^ratively  and  sjrmpathetically 
undertaking  such.  They  telong  to  the 
Believers’  ^urch  heritage  in  &it  the 
nature  of  the  church,  of  baptism,  of 
polity,  of  ministry,  and  of  church  and 
state  have  been  thought  and  held  at 
great  cost  and  are  not  to  be  taken 
lightly  or  irresponsibly  forsaken. 

Southern  Baptists,  with  our  increas¬ 
ing  ethnic  and  linguistic  diversity,  are 
also  the  product  of  a  heritage  more 
complex  and  multi-faceted  than  we 
have  often 'realized.  Are  we  willing  to 
be  faithful  exemplars  and  stewards  al 
this  entire  heritage  amid  awesome 
and  tragic  human  need  and  share  the 
gospel  of  Christ. 

James  Leo  Garrett  is  professor  of 
theology,  Spathweswlri  l^m^h.ary. 


became  as  dead  men.  Th  angel  said 
to  the  women,  “Do  not  be  afraid,  for 
I  know  that  you  are  looking  for  Jesus, 
who  was  crucified.  He  is  not  here ;  he 
has  risen,  just  as  he  said.  Come  and 
see  the  place  where  he  lay.  Then  go 
quickly  and  tell  his  disciples;  ‘He  has 
risen  from  the  dead  and  is  going 
ahead  of  you  into  Galilee.  There  you 
will  see  him.’  Now  I  have  told  you.”  So 
the  women  hurried  away  from  the 
tomb,  afraid  yet  filled  with  joy,  and 
ran  to  tell  his  disciples.  Suddenlv 
Jesus  met  them.  “Greetings,”  he  said. 
They  came  to  him,  clasp^  his  feet 
and  worshipped  him.  Then  Jesus  said 
to  them,  “I>o  not  be  afraid.  Go  and  tell 
my  brothers  to  go  to  Galilee;  there 
th^  will  see  me”  (Matt.  28:1-10  NIV). 

W^t  a  wonderful  event  that  was! 
The  hope  of  all  the  ages  was  realized 
at  that  time.  The  mental  image  of  the 
angel  sitting  on  the  stone  has  always 
been  a  favorite. 

That  was  resurrection  day,  the  first 
day  of  the  week.  That  is  what  we 
celebrate  every  Sunday  in  our  worship 
services,  but  we  place  a  special  em¬ 
phasis  on  that  event  on  Easter 
Sunday. 

As  we  are  observing  Easter, 
however,  let  us  not  forget  the  rest  of 
the  story.  It  is  in  the  same  chapter, 
verses  18  through  20;  “Then  Jesus 
came  to  them  and  said,  ‘All  authority 
in  heaven  and  on  earth  has  been  given 
to  me.  Therefore  go  and  make 
disciples  of  all  nations,  baptizing  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the 
Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
teaching  them  to  obey  everything  I 
have  commanded  you.  And  surely  I 
am  with  you  always,  to  the  very  end 
of  the  age.’  ” 

Blaster  was  the  most  glorious  event 
of  all  time  Because  of  Blaster  we  can 
carry  the  story  of  the  atoning  death 
on  the  cross  and  the  triumph  of  the 
resurrection  to  all  peoples 
eveiywjti^. 


Only  the  strong 


NBC  Easter  special 


Stephen  and  Joy  Sanders 


Kenneth  and  Martha  Cooper 


Foreign  Board  appoints 
two  couples  from  state 
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San  Diego  (Calif.)  Convention  and  She  worked  in  sales  at  Futorian  in 
Performing  Arts  Center.  They  were  New  Albany,  was  a  dietitian  at 
Martha  and  Kenneth  Cooper  and  Joy  Mississippi  Valley  Food  Service  in 
and  Stephen  Sanders.  Pontotoc;  and  minister  of  youth  at 

As  missionary  associates,  the  West  Corinth  Church. 

Coopers  will  live  in  the  Middle  East  Joy  and  Stephen  E.  Sanders, 
and  North  Africa  region,  where  he  chilcten  of  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
will  work  in  English-language  sionaries,  will  live  in  Indonesia,  where 
ministries  and  they  will  be  involved  in  he  will  start  and  develop  churches  and 
a  variety  of  outreach  ministries.  they  will  be  involved  in  a  variety  of 
Since  1984  he  has  been  pastor  of  outreach  ministries. 

West  (Jorinth  Church,  Corinth.  Bom  in  Since  1987  he  has  been  pastor  of 
Saltillo,  Cooper  is  the  son  of  Sally  Mineral  Springs  Church,  Lockhart, 
Cooper  of  Tupelo,  and  the  late  Audie  Texas. 

F.  (hooper.  He  considers  Myrtle  his  Born  in  Lufkin,  Texas,  Sanders  is 
hometown  and  Myrtle  Church  there  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  O. 
his  home  church.  Sanders,  missionaries  in  Indonesia. 

He  received  the  bachelor  of  arts  He  grew  up  in  Indonesia.  He  considers 
degree  from  Blue  Mountain  College.  Tulsa,  Okla.,  his  hometown  and  Har- 
the  master  of  social  science  degree 
from  the  University  of  Mississippi,  church, 
and  the  master  of  divinity  degree  I' 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary.  degree  from  Oklahoma  Baptist 

He  served  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force.  He  University  in  Shawnee  and  the  master 
also  was  pastor  of  Calvary  Church,  of  divinity  degree  from  Southwestern 
Louisville,  Miss.;  First  Church.  Potts  Seminary. 

Camp,  and  Oak  Hill  Church,  Pontotoc.  • 

Born  in  Starkville,  Mrs.  Cooper,  the 
former  Martha  Mcllwain,  is  the 
daughter  of  Edna  Mcllwain  of  that  ci¬ 
ty  and  the  late  William  Mcllwain.  She 

(‘on.siders  Starkville  her  hometown  _ ^  ^  _ _ 

and  Self  Creek  Church  there  her  home  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  M 
church. 

She  audited  classes  at  New  Orleans 
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FMB  trustees  vote  to  add 
two  countries  in  Africa 


SAN  DIEGK)  ( BP )  —  Southern  Ba^  groups  April  1  to  preach  and  give  per-  out  of  a  study  outgoing  trustee  Chair- 
,  list  Foreign  Mission  Board  trustees  sonal  testimonies  in  nine  Tijuana  man  Corts  asked  for  last  year  after 

vard  Avenue  Church  there  his  home  elated  new  officers  and  appointed  30  Baptist  churches.  They  also  shared  Ron  Wilson,  a  trustee  from  California, 

*Ti*ssionaries  in  San  Diego  after  their  faith  in  several  neighborhoods. — urged  the  board  to  consider  purchas- 
the  bachelor  of  arts  traveling  to  nearby  Tijuana,  Mexico.  The  evangelistic  effort  resulted  in  ing  the  property  of  an  evangelical 
for  a  firsthand  mission  experience.  more  than  30  public  professions  of  seminary  in  Brussels,  Belgium. 

During  the  April  2-4  meeting,  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  Trustees  accepted  the  committee’s 

trustees  also  voted  to  open  mission  The  report  from  the  trustee  com-  findings  after  defeating,  by  a  vote  of 
work  in  two  African  countries  and  ap-  mittee  responsible  for  work  in  Europe  23  to  18,  a  proposed  amendment  by 
He  has  been  a  sales  representative  prov^  a  report  calling  for  Southern  concluded  that  “the  time  is  not  right”  trustee  Paige  Patterson  of  Dallas  that 
for  Frito  Lay  in  Tulsa  and  a  Baptists  to  help  European  Baptists  for  the  board  to  establish  “another  the  report  be  delayed  for  further  con- 
warehouseman  at  Central  Freight  strengthen  their  seminaries,  training  central  theological  seminary  in  sideration  at  the  trustees'  July 
Lines  in  Fort  Worth.  _  programs,  and  evangelistic  outreach.  Europe.”  meeting. 

Born  in  West  Point,  Miss.,  Mrs.  William  Hancock,  pastor  of  Instead,  it  said,  the  board  should  The  eight-pagerepoii,  drawn  from 
the  tormtr  Joy  Sued,  is  the  lli^hyicw  CJiurch.  L^Hiisvillo,  Ky..  was  eoficenlFate  on  strengthening  i*xisting  input  from  a  range  of  sources  in 
’  -  .*  **  ,  *  '  E  elected  trustee  chairman,  defeating  work  and  further  equipping  mis-  Europe  and  the  United  States,  cited 

Sweet,  missionaries  in  Peru  and  John  Simms,  an  attorney  and  sionaries  and  European  Baptists  for  several  reasons  for  not  establishing  an 
(Continued  on  page  6)  member  of  First  Church,  Roanoke.  e\’angelism,  church  development,  and  additional  central  seminary. 

Va  .  51  to  22.  Hancock  succeeds  Mark  theological  education.  _  The  reasons  included,  no  request 

Corts.  a  pastor  from  Winston-Salem, 

N.C.,  who  rotates  off  the  trustee  board 
in  June  after  10  years  of  service.  Corts 
has  been  chairman  since  1988. 

Morris  Mills,  a  semi-retired 
building  contractor  and  member  of 
Bellevue  Church,  Memphis,  Ttenn., 
defeated  Dale  Cain,  pastor  of  Calvary 
Church,  Lubbock,  'fexas,  46  to  27,  for 
first  vice  chairman.  John  Jackson, 

John  D.  Thomas,  71,  died  April  1  leadership  that  John  D.  Thomas  has  pastor  of  Crescent  Avenue  Church, 

’ter  a  long  battle  with  cancer.  A  Hat-  provided  for  approximately  two  Anaheim,  Calif.,  and  Betty  Swadley  of 
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Montoya  challenges 
.1990  SBC  nominations 

By  Dan  Martin 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The  report  of  ly  tape  recorded  a  political  strategy  Montoya  mentioned  two  examples 
the  1990  Southern  Baptist  Convention  meeting  of  the  Arkansas  network,  in  he  identified  as  “hard-liners”  being 
Committee  on  Nominations  will  be  which  the  election  of  their  candidate  named  by  the  committee:  Lee 
challenged  by  committee  member  for  state  convention  president  was  Roberts,  a  Marietta,  Ga., 
David  Montoya  of  Gravette,  Ark.  discussed,  as  were  other  Arkansas  businessman  who  led  a  challenge 
Montoya  is  pastor  of  First  Baptist  and  SBC  objectives.  against  Mercer  University  and  its 

Church  in  the  northwestern  Arkansas  Montoya  made  the  recording  public  president,  being  named  to  (he  SBC 
town.  Within  hours  after  the  commit-  and  wrote  articles  for  national  Executive  Committee,  and  Robert 
tee  adjourned  its  March  22-23  meeting  publications  accusing  the  “conser-  Tenery,  pastor  of  Burkemont  Baptist 
in  Nashville,  Montoya  said  he  would  vative”  political  machine  of  changing  Church  in  Morganton,  N.C.,  and  e^tor 
present  alternates  to  about  half  of  the  the  inerrancy  movement  “from  one  of  of  a  conservative  publication,  the 
nominees  at  the  SBC  annual  meeting  correction  to  one  of  corrup-  Southern  Baptist  Advocate,  being 
June  12-14  in  New  Orleans.  tion  ...  from  pursuing  doctrinal  puri-  named  to  the  SBC  Sunday  School 

“I  was  told  before  this  meeting  that  ty  to  pursuing  power  politics,  focusing  Board.  Ttenery  served  an  eight-year 
this  committee  would  be  inclusive;  I  not  on  inerrancy  but  on  personal  ad-  term  as  an  SSB  trustee  and  rotated  off 
discovered  that  it  was  not,”  Montoya  vancement,  prestige,  vendettas,  in  1989. 

told  reporters.  “I  was  told  the  hard-  power,  and,  of  course,  money.”  Montoya  said  he  would  begin  con- 

line  people  would  not  be  appointed  He  said  the  inerrancy  movement  tacting  state  executives,  denomina- 
this  time  and  that  we  (the  SBC)  would  began  as  an  effort  to  end  liberalism  tional  leaders,  and  “anybody  I  can 
be  moving  back  to  the  center.  in  the  SBC.  “Finding  those  liberals  is  find”  to  begin  assembling  his  list  of 

“But  in  this  report  you  will  find  the  tike  going  on  a  snipe  hunt  —  you’re  alternate  nominees.  He  said  he  would 
hard-liners,”  he  said.  Montoya  is  one  told  they’re  out  there,  but  no  one’s  ever  make  them  public  in  conjunction  with 
of  two  Arkansas  representatives  on  seen  one,”  he  said.  the  release  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 

the  (Committee  on  Nominations,  which  He  noted  during  the  news  con-  mittee  on  Nominations  in  late  April, 
nominates  trustees  to  the  national  ference  a  promise  by  “conservatives”  After  Montoya’s  news  conference, 

-  boards,  agencies,  md  institutions  of  to  “enlarge  the  tent”  of  the  SBC  to  be  Barrett  Duke,  pastor  of  First  Church 
the  M.^million  member  SBC.  more  inclusive  in  the  appointments,  of  Highlands  Ranch  in  suburban 

Each  year,  the  66-member  commit-  “I  did  not  recognize  one  single  person  Denver,  and  vice  chairman  of  the 
tee  meets  in  mid-March  to  deal  with  (nominated)  who  would  be  recogniz-  committee,  also  met  with  the  news 
about  250  trustee  posts;  about  half  of  ed  as  a  moderate.  I  did  recognize  media. 

the  trustees  considered  are  eligible  some  very  hard-liners,”  he  said.  Duke  said  Roland  Lopez,  pastor  of 

for  nominations  to  second  terms.  The  March  22-23  meeting  of  the  Emmanuel  Church  in  McAllen,  Ttexas, 
Thus,  each  year,  under  the  staggered  Committee  on  Nominations  “was  a  and  committee  chairman,  had 
representation  used  1^  the  SBC,  about  good  meeting,  but  it  was  definitely  become  ill  and  returned  home  before 
125  new  trustees  are  named.  their  (the  “conservative”  political  the  committee  completed  its  work. 

Under  SBC  Bylaw  16,  the  report  of  machine’s)  meeting,”  Montoya  said.  “At  this  time,  I  feel  the  work  of  the 
the  Committee  on  Nominations  is  “I  believe  the  members  were  sincere  committee  is  privileged  information 
made  public  at  least  45  days  in  ad-  and  felt  they  were  doing  right.  I  stood,  and  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  divulge  the 
vance  of  the  annual  meeting.  The  I  opposed,  I  voted,  I  abstained  activities  of  the  committee,”  he  said, 
bylaw  also  specifies  that  anyone  who  because  I  saw  another  process  taking  Duke  commented  he  thinks  it  “im- 
plans  to  challenge  the  nominations  place.  proper”  for  Montoya  “to  release  any 

make  the  challenges  known  in  ad-  “At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  I  ask-  names  at  this  point.  But  no  one  of  the 
vance  so  messengers  may  be  ed  that  I  be  allowed  to  present  a  committee  in  any  way  tried  to  deny 
informed.  minority  report.  They  voted  that  David  the  privilege  of  saying 

The  1990  Committee  on  Nomina-  down.  I  was  the  only  person  in  the  whatever  he  wanted  to  say.  I  do  not 
tions  met  in  closed  session  at  the  SBC  room  that  asked  for  a  minority  report,  think  that  ( discussing  the  nomina- 
Building  in  Nashville.  Members  voted  “I  am  going  to  present  a  minority  tions)  is  what  the  committee  wanted 
to  keep  the  procedures  and  nomina-  report  bwause  1  believe  there  are  to  do,  but  David  is  within  his  rights  to 
tions  confidential.  other,  more  middle-of-the-road,  non-  divulge  that;  he  is  free  to  do  whatever 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  has  political  Baptists  out  there  who  need  he  wants  to  do. 
been  at  the  heart  of  the  11-year  to  be  appointed.  I  don’t  believe  we  are  “But  the  large  majority  of  the  corn- 
theological  political  controversy  in  the  going  to  get  anywhere  with  this  con-  mittee  —  most  of  the  committee  —  is 
denomination.  Under  SBC  bylaw’s,^  the  trover^  as  long  as  we  keep  recir-  agreed  oh  the  work  we  have  done  and 
convention  president  appoints  a  (Tom-  culating  the  same  political  leaders  is  satisfied. with  the  w^  done  We  are 
mittee  on  Committees,  which  over  and  over  again.  not  talking  about  a  large  minority 

nominates  members  of  the  Commit-  “There  are  those  who  will  be  angry  here. 

tee  on  Nominations.  The  Committee  because  I  have  brought  this  out.  I  am  “I  feel  comfortable  with  the  work  of 
on  Nominations,  after  election  by  the  sorry,  but  it  needs  to  be  brought  out,”  this  committee.  I  think  it  represents 
convention,  nominates  trustees  to  be  he  said.  “There  are  some  who  will  say  the  constituency,  and  the  nominations 
presented  at  the  next  annual  meeting,  my  integrity  is  worthless  because  I  that  come  out  will  show  that.” 

The  election  of  “conservative”  talked  with  the  press;  but  I  say  the  Bi-  Duke  said  Montoya’s  request  for  a 
presidents  —  who  appoint  “conser-  ble  says,  ‘Whatsoever  you  do,  don’t  do  minority  report  caused  “concern  on 
vatives”  to  the  Committee  on  (3om-  it  in  s^ret.’  They  are  talking  about  be-  the  part  of  everyone,  but  there  was  a 
mittees,  who  nominate  “conser-  ing  inclusive,  but  they  are  doing  difference  of  opinion,  and  he  has  every 
vatives”  to  the  Committee  on  Nomina-  something  else.”  right  to  have  his  opinion.” 

tions,  who,  in  turn,  nominate  “conser¬ 
vatives”  as  trustees  —  has  been  a  key 
strategy  in  the  effort  to  turn  the  con- 

vention  in  a  more  “conservative"  JVllSSiOliariCS  dlllStCCl  lOF 
direction. 

Montoya  said  he  had  been  “a  soldier  1  TT*11  _ 

in  the  political  machine  created  by  a  IjLlllS  09.1X11)  SOSSIOXIS 

group  of  individuals  who  abused  the 

inerrancy  issue  for  their  own  advan-  With  missions  as  a  focal  emphasis  sion  in  their  own  lives, 
tage,”  from  1982,  when  he  graduated  in  the  Brotherhood  Department’s  pro-  William  Waddle,  an  evangelist  in 
from  Criswell  College  and  became  a  gramming  for  Royal  Ambassador  and  Uganda,  will  lead  during  the  June 
pastor  in  Arkansas,  until  August  of  High  School  Baptist  Young  Men  18-22  resident  camp  and  the  June  22-23 
1989.  campers,  a  group  of  missionaries  has  Dad/Lad  camp. 

The  leaders  of  the  “conservative”  been  enlisted  for  the  camping  Mr.  and  Mrs.  EkW  TCott,  retired  mis- 
“political  machine,”  he  said,  “are  men  program.  sionaries  to  Brazil,  will  lead  the  June 

who  are  using  the  issued!  inerrancy  These  Southern  Baptist  mis-  25-29  camp. 

as  an  opportunistic  base  ...  to  gain  sionaries  will  lead  the  missions  Elysa  Harvey,  a  children’s  worker 
political  power.  They  do  not  reward  education  sessions  during  the  six  in  Swaziland,  will  lead  the  July  9-13 
soldiers  for  their  theological  weeks  of  resident  camp  and/three  camp  and  July  13-14  Dad/Lad  camp, 
homogeneity,  but  rather  for  their  weekends  of  Lad/Dad  camp  in  1990.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  White,  an 
political  loyalty.  Clampers  attend  daily  mission  ac-  evangelist  in  Korea,  will  lead  the  Ju- 

“Because  of  my  involvement  in  this  tivity  sessions  in  small  groups.  This  ly  16-20  camp 
political  machine,  which  is  easily  setting  allows  the  campers  to  question  Charles  Boudreaux,  a  family 
verifiable  and  well  documented,  I  was  the  missionary  and  hear  a  personal  counselor  in  Guyana,  will  lead  the  Ju- 
placed  on  the  Committee  on  Nomina-  reply.  The  campers  are  able  to  learn  ly  23-27  camp  and  the  July  27-28 
lions  with  instructions  to  place  key  the  biblical  teachings  about  Christian  Dad/Lad  camp, 
people  of  the  Arkansas  network  on  the  missions,  the  personal  faith  and  call  Charles  Ray,  a  pastoral  evangelist 
(boards).”  of  the  missionary,  and  how  the  in  Japan,  will  lead  the  July  30-Aug.  3 

In  August  of.  1989. -Montoya  secceU.  eapipers  can  fulfill  Christ’s  commis-  -camp. 


Secret  ballot  remains  secret 


WINDHOEK,  Namibia  —  Amid  the  tensions  and  fears  as  Namibia  ap 
proaches  independence  from  South  Africa,  reasons  to  laugh  are  welcome 
Sarah  Martz,  a  Southern  Baptist  missionary  in  the  southwestern  African 
country,  related  one  such  story:  for  months  prior  to  the  country’s  first 
free  elections  last  November,  a  massive  education  campaign  via 
newspamr  ads,  radio  and  television  broadcasts,  and  roadside  signs 
stressed  the  theme,  “Your  vote  is  your  secret.”  Maybe  it  was  stressed 
too  much. 

At  one  polling  place,  an  elderly  man  completed  the  lengthy  process 
of  registering  to  vote,  got  his  ballot,  ami  marked  his  preference  But  when 
an  election  worker  advised  him  to  put  his  ballot  in  the  box,  he  neatly 
tucked  it  in  his  pocket,  announced  firmly,  “My  vote  is  my  secret”  and 
disappeared  into  the  crowd. 


GA  Overnights 

Camp  Garaywa  is  hosting  two  GA 
Mother/Daughter  Overnights  April 
13-14  and  April  20-21. 

Because  of  an  overflow  of  GAs  and 
moms  for  April  13-14,  the  following 
weekend,  which  had  been  for  third 
graders  only,  is  being  (^ned  to  fourth 
graders  and  their  mothers  —  or 
substitute  moms. 

Special  guests  for  the  weekends  will 
be  Wanda  Henderson  from  Korea  and 
Sarah  Perkins  from  France.  These 
two  missionary  moms  will  talk  about 
their  work  and  about  being  mothers 
as  well  as  missionaries. 

GAs  and  their  mo'ms  will  ex¬ 
perience  missions  as  they  pray,  sing, 
and  learn  together. 

Barticipants  will  need  to  bring 
sheets  or  sleeping  bags,  pillowcase, 
towels,  washcloth,  casual  clothes, 
Bibles,  and  April  Discovery 
magazine. 

Cabin  assignments  will  be  made 
between  four  and  six  on  Friday  after¬ 
noon.  Activities  conclude  with  lunch 


are  planned 

on  Saturday. 

Cost  of  the  overnight  is  $21  per  per¬ 
son,  which  includes  lodging,  three 
meals,  and  insurance.  For  registra¬ 
tion,  contact  the  WMU  office  in 
Jackson  at  968-3800. 

Lester  Janes  dies 

Funeral  services  for  Lester  Janes, 
of  Carthage,  were  held  April  3  at 
Irinity  Baptist  Church,  Carthage,  and 
burial  was  in  Leake  Memorial 
Gardens.  He  died  April  1. 

Janes  was  former  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  Itawamba  Association,  and 
former  BSU  director,  Itawamba 
Junior  College,  January,  1976,  through 
September,  1983. 

He  was  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Lurlene  Janes;  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
Carolyn  Sasser,  Clhipley,  Fla.,  and 
Mrs.  Anita  Stdees,  Panama  City,  Fla.; 
his  mother,  Mrs.  Ethel  Janes;  two 
sisters;  five  grandchildren;  and  five 
great  grandchildren. 


John  Thomas  dies 

(Continued  from  page  3)  Services  were  held  April  3  at  2  p.m. 


Mississippi. 

Thomas  was  a  member  of  the  Steer¬ 
ing  Committee  of  the  Mississippi  Mis¬ 
sion.  He  was  chairman  of  the  in¬ 
surance  and  retirement  committee 
which  was  instrumental  in  initiating 
a  retirement  program  for  the 
employees  of  William  Carey  College. 

Thomas  was  active  in  numerous 
business,  civic,  and  religious 
organizations. 

Thomas  was  born  in  Whigham,  Ga. 
He  spent  his  early  life  in  Clanton,  Ala. 
He  attended  Berry  College  in  Rome, 
Ga. 


in  First  Church,  Hattiesburg. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Ollie 
Thomas,  Hattiesburg;  three 
daughters,  Mrs.  Jack  (Carol)  Deady 
of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Mrs.  Tbm  (Linda) 
Thoms  of  Hattiesburg,  and  Mrs. 
George  (Cathy)  May  of  Dallas,  Tex.;  ' 
one  son,  John  D.  Thomas  of  Jackson; 
four  grandchildren;  three  sisters, 
Mrs.  Norman  O’Neal  of  Clinton,  Mrs. 
Lee  Gallman  of  Birmingham,  Ala., 
and  Mrs.  Roy  Reinke  of  Mellraurne 
Beach,  Fla.;  two  brothers,  Charles 
Thomas  of  Albany,  Ga.,  and  Jack 
Thomas  of  Anniston,  Ala. 


The  Board  of  Trustees 
fticulty.  Staff,  Students  and  Alumni 


William  Carey  College 
request  the  honor  of  your  presence 
at  the  inauguration  of 

James  Wyatt  Edwards 

as  the  seventh  president  of  the  college 

Friday,  the  twentieth  of  April 
Nineteen  hundred  and  ninety 
^  Ten  o’clock  in  the  morning 
Smith  Auditorium,  Thomas  Fine  Arts  Center 
•  , Hattiesburg,  Mi&i.ssippi  _ _ 


InfitmuU  rvcefHum 
fiAUm'ing  the  ceremony 


Conferences  to  give  help, 
starting  Sunday  Schools 


Harvey 


A  lories  of  eight  conferences  will 
take  place  across  Mississippi  in  late 
April  and  early  May  which  will  help 
I  churches  in  begin- 
Ining  new  Sunday 
I  Schools. 

The  Outreach 
Bible  Study/New 
Sunday  School 
Conferences  will 
be  in  McComb, 
Pascagoula,  Nat¬ 
chez,  Long  Beach, 
Brookhaven,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  Jackson, 
and  Columbia. 
Pastors,  ministers  of  education,  Sun¬ 
day  School  directors,  and  potential 
Outreach  Bible  Study  leaders  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  attend  the  conference 
closest  to  them. 

The  conferences  will  offer  details  on 
how  to  be^  the  evangelistic,  hcnme- 
based  Bible  studies  known  as 
Outreach  Bible  Study,  and  will  help  in 
identifying  when  and  how  to  b^n 
new  Sunday  Schools. 

Host  churches  for  the  April  30,  con¬ 
ference  which  will  be  fran  5-9:30  pim., 
are  South  McComb  Chiueh,  McComb, 
and  Eastlawn  Church,  Pascagoula. 

Host  churches  for  the  May  1 


meetings,  5-9:30  p.m.,  are  First 
Church,  Natchez,' and  First  Church, 
Long  Beach. 

Tt»  May  2  meetings  will  be  at  East 
Haven  Church,  Brookhaven,  and  Main 
Street  Church,  Hattiesburg,  both  from 
9:30  a.m.  to  noon. 

And  the  May  3  sessions  will  take 
place  at  Parkway  Church,  Jackson, 
and  First  Church,  Columbia,  from 
5-9:30  p.m. 

Leacfers  for  the  McComb,  Natchez, 
Brookhaven,  and  Jackson  meetings 
will  be  Jim  Harvey  of  the  Sunday 
School  Board,  and  ^ndy  Ibmpkii^ 
consultant  in  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Department.  Han%  is 
a  pastor/staff  section  growth  consul¬ 
tant  for  the  Board.  He  is  a  former 
Southern  Baptist  missionary 
evangelist  in  Indonesia.  Leaders  for 
the  other  four  meetings  will  be  Keith 
Wilkinson  and  Keith  Williams,  direc- 
Um*  and  consultant,  respectively,  in  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Department. 

Advance  re^tration  is  needed  for 
the  lunch  or  dinner  to  be  served  at  the 
various  meetings.  Cost  is  $3  and  reso*- 
vations  must  be  made  by  April  23  with 
the  Sunday  School  Department,  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205,  phone 
968-3800. 


Key  leader  seminar  set 
for  Jackson  April  20-21 


A  key  leader  seminar  for  Sunday 
School  directors  will  take  place  April 
20-21  at  the  Baptist  Building  in 
Jackson. 

The  seminar  is  aimed  at  enabling 
Sunday  School  directors  to  more  effec¬ 
tively  plan  and  implement  outreach, 
evangelism,  and  Bible  study  in  the 
church.  The  course  will  idoitify  and 
model  resources  for  planning  and  ad¬ 
ministering  a  Sunday  School.  Time 
will  be  given  for  participants  to  ac¬ 
tually  draign  a  Sunday  School  pro¬ 
gram  for  their  church  situation. 

Completion  of  the  seminar  war¬ 
rants  certification  in  Basic  Sunday 


School  Skills.  / 

Leader  for  the  seminar  will  be 
James  Chatham,  a  special  worker 
with  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 
He  is  retired  from  the  general  officer 
section  of  the  BSSB. 

The  seminar  will  take  place  from 
noon  on  Friday,  April  20,  to  noon  the 
next  day.  The  912  fee  includes  lunch  on 
Frid^,  the  “Sunday  School  Director’s 
Handbook,”  and  the  book  “Basic  Sun¬ 
day  School  Work.” 

lb  register  for  the  seminar,  write 
Keith  Williams,  Sunday  School 
Department,  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205,  phone  968-3800. 


State  gifts  above  pro  rata 


Cooperative  Program  gifts  from 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  totaled 
$1,656,824  in  March,  according  to  an 
announcement  by  Bill  Causey,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director-treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

That  takes  the  first  quarter  gifts  to 
$5,348,334,  which  is  $453,051  over  the 
pro  rata  amount  for  the  Brst  quarter. 
The  pro  rata  amount  is  the  total  year’s 
budget  divided  by  the  number  of 
months  being  calciilated.  For  January 
through  March,  the  pro  rata  amount 
would  be  $4,895,283. 


NBC  Easter  special 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
Another  segment  wil]^  highlight  a 
Baptist  Student  Union  group  from 
Howard  Payne  University  in 
Brownwood,  Tbx.,  and  a  Portland, 
Ore.,  BSU  group  replanting  various 
campuses  ana  their  work  during 
spring  break  in  helping  build  a  house 
for  a  needy  family  In  little  through 
Habitat  for  Humanity. 

Also  to  be  spotlight^  is  a  ministry 
of  the  Ibxas  Baptist  Men  organiza¬ 
tion,  in  which  about  290  relir^  Bap¬ 
tist  couples  build  four  churches  and 


speci 
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WMU  training  retreats 
to  be  held  at  Garaywa 


January  through  March  gifts  are 
$536,159,  or  11.14  percent  more  than 
that  received  for  the  same  period  in 
1989. 

Cooperative  Program  gifts  go  to 
Southern  Baptist  missions  and  educa¬ 
tion  causes  in  Mississippi  and  around 
the  world.  About  36  percent  of  the  total 
amount  goes  to  causes  outside  the 
state. 

The  1990  budget,  given  on  a  volun¬ 
tary  basis  by  participating  churches 
in  Mississippi,  is  $19,581,130. 


Clarksdale  Church 
honors  organist 

Clarksdale  Church  proclaimed 
March  25  as  “Let  the  Organ  Be  Silent 
Day,”  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Marie  Rollins, 
who  has  served  as  the  church’s 
organist  for  over  37  years. 

Pictured  with  Hugh  Plunkett, 
minister  of  music  and  adults  at 
Clarksdale  Church,  Mrs.  Rollins  was 
presented  a  bouquet  of  roses  and  a 
Certificate  of  Appreciation  from  the 
MississipiH  Baptist  fbnvention  Board. 
She  was  also  ^ven  a  letter  from  Dot 
Pray^^ilississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  keyboard  consultant. 

Other  special  tributes  were  givra  by 
Mrs.  Julia  Quinn,  the.  church  pianist 
for  20  years,  and  S.  M.  Henriques, 
pastor.  Mrs.  Ginger  Hopkins  of  Mem¬ 
phis,  daughter  of  the  Rollinses,  sang. 

The  sanctuary  choir  honor^  the 
Rollins  family  with  a  covered  dish  lun¬ 
cheon.  ClKHr  members  gave  further 
tributes.  Fred  Hood,  former  minister 
of  music  at  Clarksdale,  “roasted” 
Mrs.  Rollins  after  the  luncheon.  Also 

firesent  was  Larry  ’Thornton,  pro- 
essor  at  Delta  State  University  and 
former  interim  pastor  of  Clarludale 
Church. 

Wade  East  dies 

MONROEj^J«aT':<^)  —  Longtime 
Louisiana  ^plist  Children’s  Home 
leader  Waqe  Butler  Elast  died  March 
26  at  age  73. 

Elast  died  in  a  Seyierville,  Tbnn., 
hospital  foUowing  a  heart  attack.  He 
was  buried  March  30  in  Monroe 
The  Everman,  ’Itecas,  native  came 
to  the  Louisiana  facility  in  1962  with 
experience  at  three  children’s  homes. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Oklahoma  Bap¬ 
tist  University  in  Shawnee  and 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas. 

East  retired  in  1987,  ending  the 
longest  tenure  of  any  Louisiana  Bap¬ 
tist  Children’s  Home  superintendent. 
Upon  his  retirement,  he  was  named 
superintendent-treasurer  emeritus. 


“How  to  Lead”  will  be  wie  of  several 
topics  for  two  Associational  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union  'Training  Retreats 
to  be  held  at  Camp  Garaywa  in 
Clinton. 

The  retreats  will  take  place  April 
26-27  and  April  27-28.  Each  will  begin 
at  4  p.m.  with  registration  and  each 
will  conclude  with  lunch  the  next  day. 

“Empowered”  is  the  theme  of  the 
retreats  which  are  designed  for  all 
associational  WMU  leadership.  Pam 
Keith,  Acteens  leader  for  First 
Church,  Corinth,  will  lead  a  theme 
interpretation. 

Bill  Causey,  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  will  lead  informal¬ 
ly  at  the  supper  table  a  discussion  of 
the  topic  “Empowered  to  Lead.” 

The  “How  to  Lead”  session  is  one  of 
four  special  ccmferences  which  all 
participants  will  have  opportunity  to 
attend.  It  will  be  led  by  Sheryl  Chur¬ 
chill  Lewis,  consulting  smdces  group 
manager  for  WMU,  SBC. 

Otho- conference  topics  and  leadm 
will  be  “Ways  to  Communicate,”  to  be 
led  by  Wilda  Fhncher,  former  state 


WMU  president,  Monticello;  “Star¬ 
ting  New  Organizations,”  led  by  Joan 
TVler,  state  WMU  president,  Collins;  ' 
and  “Fliture  Trends,”  led  by  Clarol 
Clausey,  training  designer,  WMU,  SBC. 

Also,  state  WMU  staff  will  lead  age- 
groupfeonferences  for  each  WMU  age- 
group  pn^ram  in  the  association. 

The  retreat  includes  prayer  time, 
and  a  talent  show.  The  Baptist  Book 
Store  will  be  open  at  Garaywa. 

Cost  of  the  retreats  is  $21  per  per¬ 
son.  This  includes  pro^m  materials, 
three  meals,  and  lodging  at  Garaywa. 
lb  register,  write  WMU,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205,  phone  968-3800. 


Churchill 

Lewis 


Causey 


State  conventions  increase 
funds  for  Baptist  schools 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  The  18  Bap¬ 
tist  state  conventions  that  smnsor  64 
Southern  Baptist  schools  and  colleges 
increased  their  total  ^ving  to  the 
schools  by  $2.2  million  in  1988-89,  an 
increase  of  3.4  percent  over  the 
previous  year,  according  to  figum 
compiled  Iw  the  Southern  Baptist 
Education  Commission. 

The  universities,  colleges,  Bible 
schools,  and  academies  received  $66.1 
million  in  support  from  state  conven¬ 
tions  in  1968-89.  The  amount  includes 
nearly  $60.7  million  in  operating 
funds,  $4.8  million  in  capital  needs 
funds,  and  $597,520  in  additional 
endowment. 

In  addition  to  funds  provided  by  the 
18  state  conventions  to  schools  they 
sponsOT,  another  $28.5  million  was  (xx>- 
vided  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  to  fund  six  seminaries  and 
American  Baptist  College  in 
Nashville  The  college  is  funded  joint¬ 
ly  by  Southern  Baptists  and  The  Na¬ 
tional  Baptist  Convention,  USA,  Inc. 

'The  combined  contribution  of  $94.6 
million  from  state  conventions  and  the 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  to  the  71 
Southern  Baptist  schools  represents 
an  increase  of  $3.5  million  from 
1987-88. 

Enrollment  of  students  in  college 
credit  courses  at  the  52  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  junior  and  senior  colleges  now 
stands  at  more  than  109,000.  Enroll¬ 
ment  has  increased  every  year  since 
1981,  for  a  net  increase  of  19  percent. 

In  addition  to  direct  funding  by  Bap¬ 
tist  state  conventions  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  the  71 
educaticHial  institutions  receiv^  $71.2 
million  in  other  .gifts  and  grants  for 
operations  in  1988-89. 

Combined  endowment  funds  of  the 
educational  institutions  in  1988-89  ex¬ 
ceeded  $1.56  billion,  and  property  was 
valued  at  $1.79  billion,  bringing  total 
assets  to  more  than  $3.35  billion. 


A  Phoenix  teacher  explaining  to  her 
third  graders  the  importance  of  pen¬ 
manship:  “If  you  can’t  write  your 
name,  when  you  grow  up  you’ll  have 
to  pay  cash  for  everything.” 


Wm.  Carey  announces  new 
service  scholarship  programs 


one  camp  building  in  Texas  every 
month  from  January  through  October, 
conducting  revival  meetings  at  the 
churches.  Scenes  for  the  Easter 
;ial  were  shot  at  Midway  Road 


luroh  in  north  Dallas,  where  27 
couples  participated  in  the  project. 

The  fourth  story  is  in  Washington, 
where  Marilyn  Nelson  Prickett, 
Christian  social  ministries  director 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  Baptist 
Convention,  heads  a  volunteer  pro¬ 
gram  at  Johenning  Baptist  Center. 


Jim  Edwards,  president  of  William 
Carey  College,  announced  new 
scholarship  programs  to  become  ef¬ 
fective  with  this  fall,  1990,  semester. 
Beginning  in  the  fall  of  1990,  mod^t 
service  scholarship  commitments  by 
William  Carey  College  will  be  made 
in  addition  to  or  in  lieu  of  some  of  the 
most  traditional  academic,  athletic, 
and  restricted  scholarships.  The  ser¬ 
vice  scholarships  will  include  five 
categories; 

1.  Mission  service  scholarships  are 
planned  for  students  who  agree  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  courses  and  mission  ac¬ 
tivities  sponsored  by  the  college. 
Southern  Baptist  churches,  and 
denominational  agencies. 

2.  Community  service  scholarships 
are  planned  for  students  who  agree  to 
participate  in  courses,  i»t>ject8,  and 
activities  emphasizing  service  to 
others.  These  student  activities  will  be 
co(Hx]inated  by  the  college  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  community  agencies  and 


service  groups  that  care  for  people 
who  need  help  during  times  of  stress 
.  and  tribulation. 

3.  Denominational  service  scholar¬ 
ships  are  planned  for  students  who 
are  dependents  of  missionaries,  full¬ 
time  pastors,  ordained  church  staff 
members,  and  denominational  staff 
employees  currently  serving 
Mississippi  and  the  SouUiern  Baptist 
Convention.  Some  denominational 
service  scholarships  are  also  plann¬ 
ed  to  support  church  related  vocation 
students. 

4.  Alumni  service  scholarships  are 
planned  for  students  who  are 
dependents  or  direct  relatives  of 
graduates  of  William  Caitw  CoUege  or 
Mississippi  Woman’s  College. 

5.  Work  service  scholarships  are 
planned  for  students  who  agree  to 
work  in  activities  and  functions  at  the 
college  in  areas  assigned  based  on 
student  skills,  institutional  priorities, 
and  student  needs. 
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Trustees  work  as 


FMB  appoints  .  .  . 

(Continued  from  page  3; 
formerly  in  Israel.  She  also  considers 


Tulsa  her  hometown  and 
her  home 

She  received  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  from  Oklahoma 

She  has  been  a  and  book- 
keeper  Mindy  Lu’s  Food  Corp. 

‘ ^  Fort  Worth  a  substitute  teacher 

l^sa. 

^  The  Sanderses  have  three  children: 
^  ,  '  Jennifer  Jaletta,  born  in  1984; 

'  fa  :ln  Gabrielle  Sweet,  1987;  and  Joshua 

'  !  ,.>  :  yEf.  Stephen,  1988.  The  family  will  go  to 

.  ^  Rockville,  Va.,  in  May  for  a  seven- 

.  H^RilnUE.^  week  orientation  before  leaving  for 

the  field. 

CHURCH  SUPPORT  —  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Garry  Eudy  (left).  Foreign 
Mission  Board  trustee  Bob  Claytor  (center)  and  Mexican  Baptist  Pastor  Wilfredo  Tor-  -t-'^-b  /ry^ 
res  view  the  land  around  Monte  Sinai  Baptist  Church  impne  of  the  poorest  sections  p  JVI  tT*1]St00S 
of  Tijuana,  Mexico.  Like  many  buildings  in  the  area,  the  church  is  in  danger  of  sink-  ■*■  ■*"  -■■■■-'  ^ 

ing  as  the  soil  erodes.  Another  FMB  trustee,  building  contractor  Morris  Mills,  sug-  (Continued  from  page  3) 

gested  ways  to  improve  the  church’s  retaining  wall  of  old  tires  (seen  in  rear).  More  for  another  seminary  has  come  from 

mission  planners  in  Europe  or  on  the 
board’s  Global  Strategy  Group;  an  in¬ 
creasing  emphasis  on  practical 
evangelism  by  the  Baptist  seminary 
in  Ruschlikon,  Switzerland;  the  need 
for  development  of  more  localized 
training  in  European  countries;  and 
If  you  write  a  letter  to  God,  chances  are  that  the  high  cost  of  purchasing  and  main- 

custonu  and  a  vibrant  economy.  Last  Moshe  Ben-Meir  will  wind  up  reading  it.  Ben-Meir  is  director  of  the  dead-  taining  the  Belgian  property.  The 

‘  '  t-  letter  office  in  Jerusalem,  where  much  of  the  world’s  mail  addressed  to  “God”  report  also  noted  that  tne  value  of  the 

the  winds  up.  Belgian  property  “was  greatly  af- 

“The  most  —  how  shall  we  say  it  —  peculiar  letters  we  get  are  addressed  fect^  when  its  doctoral  program 

to  God,”  he  told  Daniel  Williams  of  the  Los  Angeles  Times.  “Other  post  of-  could  not  be  procured.” 
fices  assume  that  God  is  here  —  and  that  I  know  where  to  find  Him.”  The  report  applauded  efforts  by  the 

Ben-Meier  also  receives  letters  addressed  to  Jesus,  Moses,  Solomon,  King  Ruschlikon  seminary  trustees  to 

David,  and  Mohammed.  Letters  addressed  to  God  post  a  theological  problem  cooperate  with  recommendations  the 

for  Ben-Meier.  “Should  it  be  marked  ‘Insufficient  Address’  or  ‘Addreyee  board  made  when  it  voted  in  1988  to 

Unknown’?”  he  asks,  “I  don’t  know.”  transfer  the  seminary  property  to 

For  God’s  address  many  writers  simply  list  Jerusalem;  some  Chrsitians  European  Baptists, 
write  to  (Christ  a*  a  Bethlehem  address.  “Sometimes  people  don’t  bother  to  BP  map  mailed  to  state  Baptist 
relatives  at  the  trolley  station  for  two  their  homes.  'This  is  a  ready-made  put  on  a  stamp,”  Ben-Meier  said.  “They  think  God  will  pay  the  postage  due,  newspapers  by  Richmond  bureau  of 

days  with  almost  no  sleep  or  food,  place  to  distribute  the  gospel.”  I  suppose.”  Baptist  Press 


volunteers  in  Mexico 

< 

TIJUANA,  Mexico  (BP) 


More  Mrs.  Corts  and  Alexander  offered 
than  30  people  accepted  Jesus  Christ  them  money  for  food  and  asked  how 
k||i  ,7lis  their  Savior  April  1,  as  22  trustees  they  could  help  find  the  relatives, 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis-  Alexander  suggested  they  pray  that 
Sion  Board  spent  the  day  preaching  in  God  would  help  the  women  find  their 
Baptist  churches  and  sharing  the  relatives.  As  they  began  to  pray,  two 
message  of  Christ  in  several  of  the  relatives  arrived.  Even  tefore 
neighborhoods  in  Tijuana,  Mexica  the  women  collected  their  bundles  to 
■rhe  trustees,  who  had  gathered  in  go,  they  were  telling  their  family 
nearby  San  Diego,  for  their  April  members  about  their  spiritual 
meeting,  signed  up  for  the  firsthand  decisions. 

mission  experience  through  the  Trustees,  missionaries,  and  board 
bokrd’s  volunteer  enlistment  process,  staff  members  split  into  small  groups 
E)ach  trustee  filled  out  forms,  wrote  to  preach  in  nine  Baptist  churches  in 
his  or  her  Christian  testimony,  pur-  Tijuana.  The  churches  ranged  in  size 
,  chased  insurance,  attended  an  orien-  from  20  to  several  hundred  members, 
tation,  and  paid  personal  expenses.  Trustees  said  the  experience  im- 
The  group  also  included  14  spouses  pressed  on  them  the  difficulties  of  (ban  30  people  accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  April  1  as  22  FMB  trustees  spent 
and  children  of  trustees,  seven  ministering  in  developing  nations.  the  day  preaching  in  Baptist  churches  and  evangelizing  in  Tijuana  neighborhoods. 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  who  Bavdelio  Reyes,  pastor  of  First  Bap-  (BP)  PHOTO  by  Donald  D.  Martin 
work  in  Spanish-speaking  countries,  tist  CJiurch,  Tijuana,  said  a  “new  na- 
and  seven  Foreign  Mission  Board  tion”  has  Emerged  along  the  U.S.- 
staff  members.  Mexican  border.  The  border  area’s 

Although  some  of  trustees  and  population  draws  from  both  nations, 
spouses  never  had  been  on  a  foreign  and  the  blend  has  produced,  new 
mission  trip,  the  group  saw  c  '  ‘ 

evangelistic  success  even  before  the  year  52  million  people  cross^  bet- 
day’s  scheduled  activities  began,  ween  Tijuana  and  &n  Diego 
Shirley  Corts.  wife  of  outgoing  trustee  largest  number  recorded  at  any 
Chairman  Mark  Corts  of  Winston-  boiler  crossing  in  the  world,  said 
Salem,  N.C.,  and  Southern  Baptist  Reyes. 

representative  Rebecca  Alexander  “People  from  around  the  world  are 
talked  to  two  Mexican  women  waiting  coming  here,”  he  said.  “TTiey’re  seek- 
at  a  trolley  station  on  the  U.S.  side  of  ing  some  kind  of  blessing.  'They  don’t 
the  border.  Both  Mexican  women  ac-  know  what-that  blessing  is,  but  we  do. 
cepted  Christ.  Some  stay  here,  some  move  to  the 

The  two  women  had  waited  for  United  States,  and  others*  return  to 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  all  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 


The  withholding  of  names  will  be  at 

All  are  witnesses 

Some  several  weeks  ago  I  read  in 
our  local  newspaper  an  article  which 
told  that  in  one  of  the  Carolinas  many 
Southern  Baptist  churches  were  get¬ 
ting  rid  of  their  pastors  either  by 
votings  them  out  or  pressuring  them 
to  resign.  I  was  shocked  by  the 
number  of  churches  that  were  doing 
this  in  that  state  and  also  by  a  quote 
from  a  statement  by  a  spokesman  for 
our  entire  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  as  to  how  many  of  our  churches 
over  our  convention  are  doing  this 
same  thing. 

While  in  some  few  cases  the  pastors 
may  be  the  cause  of  the  problems,  I 
can’t  believe  that  to  be  true  in  that 
large  number.  It  is  my  belief  that  in 
the  largest  percent  of  the  churches  in 
which  there  are  problems,  we  in  the 
pews  are  the  cause  of  them,  and  we 
blame  the  pastors  for  them  and  make 
them  a  “scapegoat.’’  ' 

Where  do  we  get  the  idea  that  the 
ps^tors  are  supposed  to  be  good  enter¬ 
tainers  and  entertain  us  in  the  Sunday 
services  and  midweek  services  while 
we  sit  back  and  do  nothing?  Where  do 
we  g(  the  notion  that  we  are  paying 
our  pastor  and  church  staff  to  do 
everting?  The  pastors  and  other 
paid  workers  in  our  churches  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  leading  us  as  we  all  work 
together  to  win  lost  people  to  Christ 
and  participate  in  teaching  and  train¬ 
ing  new  Christians  to  grow  as 
(Christians. 


discretion  of  the  editor. 


The  Great  (Commission  was  given  to 
all  us  who  know  the  Lord  as  well  as 
to  ministers  and  other  full-time  (Chris¬ 
tian  workers.  Through  our  churches 
we  all  have  a  responsibility  to  the 
Lord,  and  we  should  meet  that.  Cer¬ 
tainly  pastors  should  be  as  well 
educate  as  they  can  afford  to  be. 
They  should  know  and  preach  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  and  their  lives  should  be  above  ap¬ 
proach.  They  as  well  as  we  should  love 
the  Lord  and  one  another. 

I  feel  that  if  all  of  us  (pastors  and 
other  members  alike)  would  read  and 
practice  what  is  taught  in  I  (Corin¬ 
thians,  chapter  13,  there  would  be  a 
great  difference  in  all  of  our  churches 
an^  mpl’e  people  would  be  won  to 
(Christ. 

Walter  McCraw 
Long  Beach 

Divorced  minister 

ECditor: 

In  response  to  the  letter,  “Divorced 
Ministers,”  I  believe  the  issue  isn’t 
whether  dod  has  fo^ven  but  what  he 
has  decreed.  A  minister  must  be  a 
Christian  and  is  obligated  to  (Christ’s 
teachings  just  as  all  (Christians  are. 
But  the  minister  is  also  separate  from 
an  ordinary  (Christian,  for  he  is  call¬ 
ed  to  a  specul  service  for  the  Lord’s 
cause.  He  is  distinguished,  by  his 
superior,  qualifications  for  service,  (I 
Tim.  3:1-7  and  Titus  1:5-9). 

Not  only  has  scripture  stated  that 
he  must  be  the  husband  of  one  wife. 


but  also  rule  his  household  well  and 
be  abovi  reproach.  This  is  not  man’s 
idea  but  God’s  decree. 

The  church  isn’t  judging  when  it 
says  the  minister  is  not  to  be  divorc¬ 
ed;  they  are  only  pronouncing  God’s 
judgment  and  his  high  standard  ^or 
this  office.  ’The  minister  must  be  an 
example  before  the  people  (Clod  has 
given  him,  able  to  say  as  Paul, 
“Follow  my  example,  as  I  follow  the 
example  of  Christ.” 

One  reason  divorce  has  become  so 
acceptable  in  our  society,  is  because 
many  pulpits  are  filled  with  divorced 
men.  Yes,  God  forgives;  but  there  is 
that  scar  that  remains  from  the  sin. 
Adam  and  Eve  were  forgiven  but  not 
allowed  to  return  to  the  garden; 
Moses  was  forgiven  but  not  allowed  to 
go  into  the  Promised  Land ;  David  was 
forgiven  but  lost  his  son ;  the  divorcee 
is  forgiven  but  not  allowed  to  hold  this 
high  office. 

Thi$  doesn’t  mean  he  cannot  serve 
God  in  another  way.  Remember  the 
other  qualifications  lor  a  minister;  he 
is  not  self-willed,  but  “loves  what  is 
good,  who  is  self-controlled,  upright, 
holy,  and  disciplined.  He  must  hold 
firmly  to  the  trustworthy  message  as 
it  has  been  tau^t  so  that  he  can  en¬ 
courage  others  by  sound  doctrine  and 
refute  those  who  oppose  it.”  Titus  1 : 8 
and  9. 

'Thomas  Winn,  pastor 
Halbert  Heights  Cliurch 
Brookhaven 

Support  BJC 

Eklitor: 

A  most  serious  mistake  will  be 
made  if  the  Southern  Baptist  (Conven¬ 
tion  adopts  the  recommendation  of 
the  Executive  (Committee  to  reduce 


the  funding  of  the  Baptist  Joint  (Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs.  ’This  agen¬ 
cy  has  served  its  denomination  well 
through  the  years.  They  have  main¬ 
tained  integrity  with  their  assignment 
in  church-state  relatioi^  which  seems 
to  be  the  chief  criticism  leveled  at 
them,  when  they  have  refused  to  step 
over  the  bounds  of  their  assignment 
and  dabble  in  political  concerns  not 
assigned.  During  the  16  years  that  I 
served  as  executive  director  of  the 
(Christian  Action  Commission,  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  staff 
members  were  very  helpful  in  infor¬ 
mation  and  representation  that 
helped  me  to  protect  the  interest  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  and 
pastors.  They  have  been  helpful  in 
matters  that  concern  all  of  us  who 
have  Annuity  Board  investments. 

One  battle  lost  so  far  has  been  their 
opposition  to  our  government  having 
a  repre^tative  to  the  Vatican,  an  all- 
too-obvious  religious  preference  in 
condescending  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
church. 

I  hope  the  messengers  to  the  con¬ 
vention  will  give  praj^ul  considera¬ 
tion  to  this  very  serious  matter  and 
continue  to  support  this  agency  that 
has  stood  for  church-state  separation. 
J.  Gark  Hensley 
Executive  director,  emeritus 
(Christian  Action  (Commission 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

More  about  Gnideposts 

ECditor: 

I  am  writing  because  of  those 
readers  who  say  that  they  read 
Guldepostt  magazine  and  have  never 
seen  anything  wrong  with  it.  Spiritual 
ignorance  is  the  most  tragic  and 
dangerous  kind  there  is,  and  I’m 
afraid  that  a  lot  of  us  Baptists  are  in 


that  sad  condition. 

I’ve  been  an  occasional  reader  of 
Guideposts  for  many.years  and,  as  a 
young  Christian,  thought  of  it  as  a 
“good  magazine.”  As  I  grew  spiritual¬ 
ly,  I  began  to  see  the  difference  bet¬ 
ween  the  false  Satanic  gospel  of 
“human  effort”  and  the  true  gospel  of 
the  atoning  work  of  Jes^  Christ.  I 
realized  that  while  someof  the  stories 
of  Guideposts  are  true  experiences  of 
born-again  (Christians,  many  of  them 
are  of  supernatural  oqcurrences  in  the 
lives  of  people  who  do  not  know  the 
Lord  and/or  who  have  an  entirely  dif¬ 
ferent  religion.  The  magazine’s 
underlying  message  is  a  “pop” 
religion  that  embraces  everyb^y’s 
religious  philosophy  and  accepts  the 
spiritual  experiences  of  any  religion 
as  real  and  valid. 

The  most  evident  reason  for 
Guideposts,  all-inclusive  nature  is 
that  its  editor  is  a  33  degree  Mason! 
As  such,  he  accepts  the  basic  Masonic 
philosophy  that  all  the  world’s  great 
religions  are  equally  valid  and  that 
their  books  of  faith,  whether  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  the  Koran,  the  Ihlmud,  or  the 
Bhagavad-Gita,  are  all  equal  in  value 
to  man’s  finding  happiness  in  this 
world  and  reward  in  the  next.  He  ig¬ 
nores  the  declaration  of  our  Lord  that, 
“I  am  the  Way,  the  Truth  and  the  Life 
No  man  cometh  to  the  Father,  but 
me”  (John  14:6). 

The  reader  who  said  we  need  to  quit 
nit-picking  and  get  back  to  basic 
ChnstianiFy  may  have  missed  the  fact 
that  the  heart  of  Christianity  is  its 
Savior.  He  said  that  he  wa$  the  only 
Way!  ’There  is  no  other.  ’That  leaves 
everybody  who  rejects  him  outside  of 
the  will  and  salvation  of  (fod. 

James- E.  Pugh  Jr,  pastor 
Poplar  Dell  (^rch 
(Century,  Fla. 
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Who  will  find  you,  little  lamb. 
Muddy,  cold,  and  lost? 

Who  will  come  to  guide  you  home. 
Pay  so  high  the  cost? 

The  journey’s^  long  and  frightful. 
Darkness  covers  day; 

Bruising  stones  and  tearing  thorns 
Block  the  only  way. 


Yet,  the  Shepherd  seeks  his  lambs, 
Little  ones  who  stray; 

Spotless,  warmed,  by  holy  love  — 
In  His  arms  to  stay. 


Erma  Jewel  Crowe 


Greenville 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


er,  and  letters 


The  maiden  tiame  of  both  my  revolved  around  the  theme,  “Bear  on  him.  At  the  dinner,  the  organist, 
grandmothers  was  Langley.  That  Hugs  for  Preacher  and  Grace.”  As  I  Michael  Dell,  dressed  as  “Preadher” 
means  I  have  lots  of  kinfolks  named  listened  to  testimonies  of  affirmation  and  performed  a  mock  wedding.  His 
Langley.  Fourth  of  July  never  arrives  for  Ralph  and  his  wife,  I  decided  that  script  was  hilarious.  (Theron  and 
but  that  I  remember  those  holidays  of  in  his  career  as  preacheificacher,  Sara  Banks  of  Opelika,  first  couple 
my  Alabama  childhood  when  Grand-  writer,  humorist,  and  convention  Ralph  ever  maried,  50  years  ago,  were 
ma  Washburn’s  six  brothers  and  one  statesman,  his  best  attributes  have  present  as  guests.) 
sister  and  all  their  families  spent  the  been  his  love,  his  laughter,  and  his  Leo  Garrett,  professor  at 
day  at  Grandma’s  house  —  eating,  letters.  Southwestern  Seminai^^nd  former¬ 

drinking  lemonade,  and  sitting  on  the  A  church  brochure  quoted  his  sum-  ly  Ralph’s  seminary  riwn^mate,  ask- 
porches,  rocking  and  talking.  It’s  not  mary  of  his  own  life  ministry :  “I  don’t  ^  at  tte  dinner  how  many  in  the  room 
Fourth  of  July  yet,  but  I  always  con-  have  much  of  a  gift  in  church  ad-  had  ever  received  a  personal  hand- 
nect  that  date  with  one  of  my  favorite  ministration  . . .,  zero  in  finance,  and  written  letter  from  Ralph ;  almost  all 
cousins,  Ralph  Langley.  He’s  the  son  zero  in  music.  But  I  do  have  a  gift  for  of  the  600  raised  their  hands.  Ralph 
of  Grandma’s  brother,  Callaway,  and  loving  people  and  for  getting  them  to  credits  his  extensive  correspondence 
he  was  most  always  there  on  the  love  each  other.”  «  with  prospective  members  as  a  help 

Fourth,  until  he  left  Opelika  and  went  While  pastor  in  Houston,  Texas,  he  in  adding  10,000  people  to  the  rolls  at 
away  to  Baylor  and  ^uthwestern.  was  opce  named  Man  of  the  Year  for  Willow  Meadows  Baptist  Church, 
Though  through  the  years  I’ve  seen  his  enorts  to  forge  a  better  understan-  Houston,  during  his  pastorate  there, 
him  rarely.  I’ve  kept  up  with  him  via  ding  between  Christians  and  Jews.  In  “I  believe  in  the  power  of  the  letter,” 
the  newspapers  and  the  family  Huntsville,  he  has  been  a  champion  he  says.  “My  autobiography  should  be 
grapevine.  Once,  at  Portland,  I  heard  for  the  cause  of  improved  race  rela-  called  The  Letter  That  Built  a 
him  preach  at  a  session  of  the  tions.  He  and  Julius  Scru^s^pastor  Church.” 

Southern  Baptist  Convention,  and  I  of  First  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  In  the  Sunday  morning  service, 
saw  he  had  retained  his  friendly  smile  initiated  an  annual  exchange  of  Earl  Potts,  executive  director, 
and  sunny  attitude.  Every  once  in  a  pulpits  between  their  churches.  Alabama  Baptist  Convention,  read  a 
while,  he  has  written  me  a  note,  usual-  Scruggs  said,  “His  love  for  and  loyal-  resolution  of  appreciation.  In  it,  he 
ly  some  cheery  word  of  encourage-  ty  to  Christ  Jesus  has  given  him  both  pointed  to  numerical  growth  of  First 
ment.  -inspiration  and  motivation  to  be  a  Church,  Huntsville,  over  the  past  10 

Early  this  year,  he  sent  me  an  in-  leader  in  this  area.”  years  —  “Membership  has  had  a  net 

vitation;  “Come  on  over  to  our  One  church  secretary  told  about  his  increase  of  over  1,000;  gifts  have  in- 
celebratioh.”  It  happened  March  18-25  love  for  study  of  the  Bible  and  his  en-  creased  184  percent ;  gifts  through  the 
—  and  celebration  it  was!  First  Bap-  thusiasm  for  teaching  it:  “He  gets  so  Cooperative  Program  have  increased 
tist  Church,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  marked  excited  when  he  studies  his  Sunday  245  percent;,  the  church  has  been  one 
Ralph’s  50  years  in  the  ministry.  He  School  lesson,  he  comes  out  of  his  of-  of  the  top  churches  in  baptisms  each 
was  retiring  from  the  staff  of  that  fice  and  stares  with  us  what  he  is  stu-  year.”  About  such  numerical 
church  after  nine  years  as  its  pastor  dying.”  (That  sounded  like  my  dad-  measurement,  Ralph  wrote,  “Only 
and  two  years  as  its  senior  minister,  dy,  who  used  to  tell  us  all  abwt  the  can  measure  the  success  of  a 
Festivities  began  with  a  Cynthia  Sunday  School  lessons  he  was  man’s  ministry.” 

Clawson  concert  and  included  a  studying.)  In  the  Sunday  morning  service  we 

“roast”  at  the  city’s  civic  center.  But  Allen  Walworth,  present  pastor  of  sang,  “One  Day.”  It’s  filled  with  the  ex- 


Spring 

The  glistening  white  frost  covered  the  hard  cold  ground,  with  an  iridescent 
blanket.  ^ 

The  golden  vrannth  of  the  sun  slowly  rose  in  the  eastern  sky,  and  kissed  the 
frozen  ground. 

Stirring  oMp  beneath  the  warming  earth,  the  fragrant  daffodils  raised  their 
weary  heads. 

Slowly  the  cracking  earth  opened,  to  reveal  the  golden  crowns  and  the  emerald 
rob^. 

Winter  with  all  its  cold  quietness  had  died  and  brought  with  it  a  boisterous 
new  life  —  spring! 

— Tbnya  Creel 


wiches  than  in  four  freedoms  —  and  drive  them,  Clarke  said 


(Christ  provides  an-example  of  a 


Poplarville 


Henry  Cabot  Lodge. 


However,  the  sheirfierd  goes  in  shepherd  gently  leading  his  flock 
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Fort  will  be  speaker  for 
medical-dental  fellowship 
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Missionary  physician  David  Fort, 
assigned  to  the  Baptist  Medical 
Center  in  Nalerigu,  Nigeria,  will  be 
I  the  featured  speak- 
er  for  the  Mfeis- 
sippi  Baptist  Med¬ 
ical-Dental  Fellow¬ 
ship  annual  meet¬ 
ing. 

The  meeting  will 
take  place  the 
evening  of  May  3, 
at  First  Church, 
Jackson.  Fellow¬ 
ship  time  begins  at 
6  p.m.  with  the 

banquet  at  6:30. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical- 
Dental  Fellowship  includes  physi¬ 
cians,  dentists,  pharmacists,  op- 


Fort 


tometrists,  those  in  Allied  Health  Ser¬ 
vices,  Baptist  nurses,  and  students  in 
those  areas. 

Tickets  for  the  banquet  are  $10  per 
person.  To  make  a  reservation,  write 
the  Brotherhood  Department,  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 

Fort  was  bom  in  Gatooma,  Zim¬ 
babwe,  to  missionary  parents.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Texas  A&M  University 
and  received  the  doctor  of  medicine 
de'gree  from  the  University  of  Texas 
Health  Science  Center  at  Dallas.  He 
completed  his  residency  in  general 
surgery  at  Baylor  University  Medical 
Center.  He  also  attended 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

Anthony  Presley  is  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Medical-Dental  fellow¬ 
ship. 


Thirteen  people  from  six  churches  in  Bolivkr  Association  recently  went 
to  San  Pedro  Sula,  Honduras,  to  be  involved  in  the  construction  of  a  se¬ 
cond  floor  annex  to  the  Fourth  Baptist  Church.  The  host  missionary  was 
1bm  Canady;  the  construction  supervisor  was  Russell  Fox,  both  missionaries 
to  Honduras.  Those  pictured  are,  front  row,  left  to  right,  Ruth  Broadwater, 
Tommy  Arinder,  Bob  Hill,  James  Kendall;  second  row,  D.  A.  Brown,  Carol 
Runnels,  Joey  Herbison,  Jesse  White,  Odis  Henderson;  third  row,  Tim 
Arinder,  Claude  Walker,  Taylor  Burrell,  and  W.  H.  Howarth.  D.  A.  Brown  is 
missions  development  director  and  Odis  Henderson  is  director  of  missions. 


Q  &  A  on  drugs 

What  about  the  spiritual  Ufe  of  the  patient? 


In  healing  the  chemically- 
dependent  person  at  your 
center,  what  do  you  do  about 
the  spiritual  life  of  the 
patient? 

Normally,  by  the  time  we  see  so¬ 
meone  at  CDC,  the  patient’s  spiritual 
life  is  totally  bankrupt.  The  spiritual 
life  is  the  first  thing  to  leave  most  peo¬ 
ple  suffering  from  addiction.  We  feel 
that  without  a  spiritual  program,  it  is 
most  difficult  or  nearly  impossible  for 
a  person  to  remain  chemically-free 
for  any  length  of  time. 

I  have  many  times  told  patients  you 
must  have  faith,  hope,  and  charity  to 
remain  free  of  chemicals  to  live  a  hap¬ 
py  productive  life.  They  must  have 
faith  that  GOD  could  and  would 
relieve  us  of  our  addiction  if  he  were 
sought.  Many  patients  have  stopped 
belWing  in  GOD.  They  believe  that 
they  have  the  power  to  control  their 

Homecomings 


Gum  Grove,  Brookhaven:  April  22; 
men’s  prayer  breakfast,  7:30  a.m.; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.  and  worship  at 
11  a.m.  with  Sammy  J.  McDonald, 
pastor,  preaching;  fellowship  lunch 
following  services;  singspiration,  1:30 
p.m.,  led  by  Sherrod  Raybom  and  the 
Sonshine  Trio. 

Crowder  Church  (North  Delta): 
April  22;  10  a.m.,  lunch  served  follow¬ 
ing  services;  Lucius  Marion, 
Clarksdale,  guest  speaker;  C.  A.  and 
Susan  Southerland,  North  Lauder¬ 
dale,  Fla.,  guest  singers;  Harvey 
Sewell,  pastor. 

Leesburg  Church  (Rankin):  April 
15;  activities  begin  in  the  auditorium 
at  10:15  a.m,;  guest  speaker,  former 
interim  pastor,  C.  Z.  Holland;  J.  C. 
Renfi^  director  of  missions  for 
Rankin  County  churches,  leading  the 
music;  events  to  include  inspirational 
music.  “Easter  Celebration,”  a 
memorial  service,  cemetery  fund 
report,  a  historical  moments  seg¬ 
ment,  a  historical  table  display,  and 
the  homecoming  sermon;  covered 
dish  meal  to  be  spread  on  the  church 
grounds. 

Southside  Church,  Greenville 
(Washington):  April  29;  Sunday 
School,  9:45  a.m.;  covered  dish,  noon; 
aftemon  singing,  1:30;  John  Rudd, 
Spicewood,  Tn.,  guest  speaker;  Earl 
Ezell,  pastor. 


addiction.  As  the  patients  progress, 
they  begin  to  have  HOPE,  hope  that 
there  is  a  way  oat.  They  see  people 
who  are  recovering  and  happy  and 
seem  to  have  a  peace  that  they  too  can 
obtain  through  faith  in  GOD.  And  then 
comes  the  hope  necessary  for 
recovery. 

FAITH,  HOPE,  LOVE,  and  the 
greatest  of  these  is  love.  Td  obtain 
what  everyone  is  searching  for 
whether  ad^cted  or  not  is  happiness. 
Happiness  comes  with  love.  Love  of 
our  fellows,  love  of  ourselves,  and, 
most  important,  love  of  GOD.  No 
satisfaction  has  been  greater  than  to 
watch  men  and  women  open  their 
eyes  to  a  life  filled  with  new  purpose 
and  meaning  and  to  watch  them 
awaken  to  the  presence  of  a  loving  and 
caring  GOD  in  their  lives. 

This  question  was  answered  by 
Thomas  Mitchell,  field  representative 
Mississippi  Baptist  Chemical  Depend¬ 
ency  Center. 


Please  send  all  your  questions 
about  drug  and  alcohol  dependency  to 
Chaplain  Don  Nerren,  1225  N.  State 
St,  Jackson,  MS  39202-2002,  or  call  toll  • 
free  outside  Jackson  at  l-SOO-962-6868 
or  in  Jackson  at  968-1102.  All  questions 
will  be  answered  in  letter  form 
whether  or  not  they  appear  in  this 
column. 


Does  your  church  need  a 

SOUND  SYSTEM? 

Let  our  professionals  helpl 

Call  1 -800-227-5486 


Hattiesburg,  MS 


For  SHMy  ari  law  Mcas 


Nf 


171 


114 
MSI 


1KW 


Vacanclas:  English  Instructor  and  Librarian 

CLARKE  COLLEGE  will  have  two  vacancies  on  its  faculty  aod  staff 
for  the  1990-91  academic  year.  Those  two  positions  to  be  filled  are  for 
an  ENGLISH  INSTRUCTOR  and  a  LIBRARIAN.  ' 

•  The  English  instructor  must  either  hold  the  earned  doctorate  or  be 
ABD  status  (all  but  dissertation).  Preference  will  be  given  to  can¬ 
didates  with  a  strong  background  in  developing  writing  skills. 

•  The  librarian  must  hold  a  Master’s  degree  in  library  science  and 
have  some  work  experience. 

Inquiries  should  bd,directed  to  Or.  James  C.  Read,  Dean  of  the  Col¬ 
lege,  telephone  number  (601)  683-2061  or  P.  0.  Box' 440,  Nev^on,  MS 
39345. 


Melt-in-your-mouth  beignets  at  Cafe 
E>u  Monde,  luscious  fruits  in  the  open 
French  Quarter,  caricature  drawings  in 
Jackson  Square,  fire  engine-red  street 
cars,  statefy  plantation  homes, 
riverboats  on  the  Mississippi .  .  .  This 
is  all  New  Orleans! 

But  in  June,  the  Crescent  City  will 
offer  even  more  than  this  when  it 
hosts  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
annual  meeting  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 


You  are  needed  at  both  meetings. 
Young  and  old,  men  and  women,  laity 
and  clergy.  You  will  be  inspired, 
enriched,  renewed  and  blessed. 

Meet  me  June  10-11  at  the  New 
Orleans  Convention  Center  for  the 
WMU  annual  meeting.  Meet  me  June 
12-14  at  the  Superdome  for  the  SBC. 

Together,  we  can  make  a  difference! 

Executive  Director 

Woman'!  Missionary  Union,  SBC 
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Thursday,  April  12,  1990 

Senior  adult  corner 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  V'irgil  T.  Sullivan,  celebrat€d  their  66th  wedding  an 
members  of  First  Church  in  Mize,  niversary  on  Dec.  2,  1989. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Cast,  choir  and  orchestra  of  Alta 
Woods  Church.  Jackson,  will  present 
“Acts  of  the  Apostles,”  a  choral  music 
drama  written  by  Buryi  Red  and 
Ragan  Courtney  on  April  15  at  6  p.m. 
The  Life  of  Christ  which  includes  his 
miracles,  teaching,  and  ultimate 
crucifixion  and  glorious  resurrec¬ 
tion,  will  be  depicted  through  the 
beauty  of  power  of  music  and  £^ma. 
Bob  Jones  is  minister  of  music.  Frank 
H.  Thomas  Jr.  is  pastor. 


Fourth  Annual 

Mississippi  Baptists 
in  Broadcasting 

April  27-28,  1990 
Calvary  Baptist  Church 
1300  W.  Capitol,  Jackson 

FRIDAY,  APRIL  27;  7-9  P.M. 

Awards  Banqiiat  Speaker:  Mike  Huckabee 

Pastor,  Beech  Street  First  Baptist  Church, 
Texarkana,  Arkansas 

What  Others  Are  Doing  —  Video  Festivai 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  28;  8  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 


Mississippi  College  Concert  Choir 
will  present  works  by  Palestrina, 
Bach,  Bernestein,  and  Stanford  dur¬ 
ing  their  annual  spring  concert,  Mon¬ 
day,  April  16.  The  concert  will  begin 
at  8:15  p.m.  in  Provine  Chapel. 

The  63-voice  choir  is  under  the 
direction  of  Richard  Joiner,  associate 
professor  and  head  of  the  department 
of  music.  The  program  will  feature 
the  Chichester  Psalms  by  Leonard 
Bernstein.  Chris  Brunt  will  serve  as 
counter-tenor  soloist,  accompanied  1^ 
Billy  Trotter,  assistant  professor  of 
music,  organ;  Bud  Berthold,  percus¬ 
sion  and  Elaine  Barber,  harp. 

First  Church,  Lyman,  will  present 
a  musical  drama,  “The  Passion  Play,” 
April  14,  15,  and  16,  at  7  p.m.  The 
drama,  about  the  life  of  Christ,  has  a 
cast  of  over  75  people  portraying 
biblical  characters. 

It  will  feature  all  original  music  and 
scripts  written  by  Alan  Stevens, 
minister  of  music,  who  is  also  direct¬ 
ing  the  drama. 

Providence  Church.  Meadville, 
recently  held  an  international  supper 
to  recognize  and  emphasize  the  work 
of  the  Home  Mission  Board  with  88  of 
the  over  200  language-culture  groups 
currently  in  the  U.S.  Members 
prepared  various  foods  from  nine  dif¬ 
ferent  countries  currently 
represented  in  the  United  States, 
.^ior  to  the  meal,  the  membership 
p^iew^  the  current  Missions  U.S.  A. 
video  magazine.  Lowell  D.  Ingram  is 
pastor. 

Gum  Grove  Church,  Brookhaven, 
will  celebrate  Blaster  with  sunrise  ser¬ 
vices  at  7  a.m.  followed  by  breakfast 
in  the  fellowship  hall.  Sunday  School 
will  be  at  10  a.m.  and  worship  service 
at  11  a.m.  with  no  further  services. 
Sammy  J.  McDonald  is  pastor. 

Blue  Mountain  Ministerial  Alumni 
Association  will  be  meeting  April  27 
at  Blue  Mountain  College  beginning  at 
9  a.m.  with  registration.  David 
Hamilton  will  be  chapel  speaker. 
James  Smith,  president  of  the 
Brotherhood  Commission  will  speak 
at  the  luncheon. 

There  will  be  a  golf  tournament  that 
afternoon  at  the  Ripley  golf  course. 

Corinth  Church,  Heidelberg,  will 
have  sunrise  services,  Sunday,  April 
15,  at  6:30.  James  Thylor  is  pastor. 

Bethlehem  Church  and  Two-Mile 
Church  of  Morton,  will  present  an 
Blaster  Cantata  on  April  14  at  7:30 

£m.  entitled  “He  Lives.”  Location  will 
;  Bethlehem  Church,  eight  miles 
north  of  Morton  on  Hwy  13  North. 


Pearl  Hill  Church,  Carthage,  recently  held  dedication  services  for  its  church 
building.  Eddie  Pilgrim,  pastor,  brought  the  message,  and  was  assisted  by  James 
Quick.  Joe  Perry,  and  Louie  Perry.  Open  house  was  held  from  2-4  p.m.  with 
refreshments  and  singing.  The  construction  was  done  by  Milton  Quick  of  Carthage 
with  help  from  Milton  Coghlan,  Wayne  Verry,  and  Ricky  McBeath. 

Members  of  the  building  committee  and  decorating  committee  are  pictured,  left 
to  right,  Jimmy  Ingram,  Evelyn  Parker,  Eddie  Pilgrim,  Andy  Walker.  Lisa  Adcock, 
Renae  Pilgrim,  Bobby  Jayroe,  Wanda  Ingram,  and  ^mmy  King. 


Work9hop8 


“Effective  Media  Promotion  For  Your 
Church’*  (Radio,  Television  or  Print) 

Leader:  Deborah  Little 

Director,  Central  Division,  ACTS  Satellite 

Network,  Fort  Worth,  Texas 


“Camera  Techniques  —  Studio 
And  Field” 


Leader:  Kendall  Wilson 
Director/Carneraman  for  Red  Tape 
Production  Services  in  Jackson 


ACTS  Affiliates  Meeting 


Cost  of  $15  includes  awards  banquet,  luncheon  meal  and 
workshop  materials. 

Registration  deadline  is  Monday,  April  16.  ^ 


Mail  to:  Farrell  Blankenship 
Broadcast  Services 
P.  O.  Box  530 
Jackson.  MS  39205-0530 


Mt.  Pleasant  Church,  Mt.  Pleasant,  recently  held  a  recognition  service  for  its 
GAs,  Acteens,  RAs,  and  Baptist  Young  Men  (not  pictured).  The  theme  was  "What 
a  Wonderful  World.” 

Top  picture,  GAs,  front  row,  left  to  right,  are  Tari  Cutshaw,  Missy  Holmes,  and 
Ashley  Bell:  back  row,  Sarah  Skillman  and  Aimee  Greene. 

Middle  picture.  Acteens  are,  Michelle  McClure,  Deena  Hailey,  Amber  Thompson, 
and  Lee  Ann  Thompson. 

Bottom  picture,  RAs,  front  row,  are  Bruce  Kelly,  Daniel  Skillman,  and  Kevin 
McClure:  back  row,  Roy  Holmes,  Ricky  Mackey,  French  Woods,  Ronnie  Pruitt,  and 
Johnathan  Hailey. 

Mae  Helts  is  WMU  director.  Ronald  Rhea  is  pastor. 


HNB  Home  Mission  Board  SBC 

$7,500,000  SERIES  E 

CHURCH  LOAN  COLLATERALIZED  BONDS 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other  available  funds  of 
Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to  make  direct  loans  to  Baptist  churches 
affiliated  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of  sites  and 
the  construction  of  buildings  in  ke^ng  with  the  Bold  Mission  Thrust  emphasis 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Interest  on  the  Bonds  will  be  payable  semi-annually.  The  Bonds  will  be  of¬ 
fered  with  maturity  dates  varying  from  twelve  months  to  fifteen  years  and  the 
interest  rate  will  vary  from  8.5%  to  1 1%  depending  upon  the  maturity  date 
as  set  forth  in  the  Prospectus.  Minimum  purchase  is  $500.00. 

Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  calling  or  writing 

HOME  MISSION  BOARD.  SBC 
ATTENTION:  CHURCH  LOANS  DIVISION 
1350  Spring  Street,  NW;  Atlanta,  GA  30367 
1-800-HMB-BOND  (462-2663) 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  salt  nor  a  solicitation  ot  otters  to  buy  any  ol  these 
securities.  The  offering  is  made  only  by  Prospectus 

Please  send  a  copy  of  the  prospectus  for  the  Series  E  issue  of  Home  Mission 
Board  Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds 


Missionary 
news  • 


GAs  of  Oral  Church,  Lamar  Association,  recently  gave  a  chaplain's  fair  to  snow  and  may  be  addressed  at  / 
how  chaplains  labor  in  their  field  of  work.  21-162,  Sucursal  Eloy  Alfar 

Pictured,  back  row,  left  to  right,  are  Bethany  Smith,  Casey  Aultman,  Trena  Hat-  Ecuador.  He  was  born  in  Tu] 
ten,  Martyn  Fillingane,  and  Stephanie  Hanberry;  secofKl  row.  Bobbin  Brewer,  Jessie  considers  Sheffield,  Al 
Alexander,  Rebecca  Hanberry,  Marlissa  Fillingane,  and  Amanda  Barrett;  front  row  hometown.  She  is  the  formei 
is  Jerri  Lynn  Richerdson  Leaders  are  Trena  Hatten  and  Marlyn  Fillingane.  .  Swain  of  Lake  Charles,  La. 


Name 


Address 
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Thursday,  April 


names  in  the  news 


Let  the  world’s  largest  builder  of 

CHURCH  ORGANS 


Gatesville  Church,  Crystal  Springs, 
held  an  ordination  service  for  its  new 
deacons.  Ordained  were  Albert  Davis, 
Craig  Merchant,  and  Haskell  R. 
Turner.  Talmadge  Smith,  director  of 
missions,  Copiah  Association, 
delivered  the  message.  Phil  Mullens 


Beautiful  pipe  organ  sound  without 
the  expensive  cost  of  pipes.  From 
the  smallest  to  the  largest  church 
installation. 

.  Call  1-800-227-5486 


is  pastor 


Jeff  McLelland,  assistant  professor 
of  music,  William  Carey  College, 
played  a  recital  March  27,  in  Dothan, 
Ala.,  at  First  Baptist  Church  for  the 
Dothan  Chapter  of  the  American 
Guild  of  Organists.  He  also  appeared 
in  a^elevision  interview.  His  next  con¬ 
certs  are  at  USM  on  April  23  and 
University  Church,  Hattiesburg  in  the 
evening  service  on  May  20. 


loseberry  Piano  House,  Inc. 

Hattiesburg,  MS 


Emmanuel  Church,  Peart,  licensed 
Colin  Lowery,  right,  to  the  gospel  ministry. 
Tommy  Henderson,  pastor,  left,  is  shown 
presenting  the  certificate  of  license  to 
Lowery.  He  is  available  for  pulpit  supply 
and  can  be  contacted  at  253  Gatewood 
Drive.,  Pearl,  MS  39208  or  call  (601) 
932-4576. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  30S-C  —  GraonxNMid,  MIm.  SaSSO 


Piney  Woods  School  receives  300  Bibles 

The  Piney  Woods  School  in  Rankin  County  recently  received  300  Bibles  from 
the  Cooperative  Missions  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 
The  Bibles  were  presented  to  Henry  Roberts,  chaplain  at  the  predominantly  Black 
school. 

Richard  Brogan,  consultant,  is  shown  presenting  a  copy  to  Roberts. 


Confused  About  Life  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  the  most  life  insuraiKe 
for  the  least  amount  of  money? 
Example;  Male,  65,  non-smoker 
$100,000 

For  only  $55.62  per  mo. 

Call  Don  Mahaffey 
9:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  ET  Mon.-Fri. 
Toll  Free  1-800-367-5492 

ALWAYS  compare  before  you  buy 


Staff  changes 


Pounds 


Big  Ridge  Church,  Biloxi,  has  call-  Calvary  Church.  Waynesboro,  has 
ed  Tom  Byrd  as  minister  of  music  and  called  Chris  Webb  as  minister  of 
youth,  effective  Feb.  18.  A  native  of  youth  and  activities,  effective  Feb.  25. 
West  Point,  he  received  his  education  A  native  of  Laurel.  Webb  received  his 
at  University  of  Southern  Mississip-  education  at  Jones  Jr.  Collie  and  will 
pi  and  N'ew  Orleans  Seminary.  graduate  in  May  at  University  of 

Southern  Mississippi. 

N.O.  chapel  »  Barnes  Jr.  has  accepted  Plea- 

^  „  sant  Dale  Church,  Thaxton,  in  Union 

service  to  feature  county 
Mississippians 

.\EW  ORLEA.N'S  -  New  Orleans 
Seminary  has  announced  its  upcom¬ 
ing  special  chapel  guests.  Chapel  ser¬ 
vices.  open  to  the  public,  meet  at  10 
a  m.  each  Tuesday  through  Thursday 
in  the  seminary’s  Roland  Q  Ijeavell 
Chapel 

On  April  10.  Bill  Baker,  pastor  of 
First  Church.  Clinton,  spoke 

On  .April  11.  Jim  FTitral.  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  Church.  Jackson,  was 
speaker. 

The  speaker  on  April  12  will  be  Dale 
Holloway,  the  Home  Mission  Board. 

The  Gurney  Evangelism  Lectures 
will  be  held  April  17-20.  Guest  speaker 
will  be  Robert  L.  Hamblin,  Tupelo, 
former  director  of  evangelism  for  the 
Home  Mission  Board. 

The  senior  adults  from  First 
Church,  Jackson,  will  be  featured  in 
the  May  1  chapel  service. 


Vanderbilt  University. 


Michael  R.  Lott  received  the 
master  of  church  music  degree  on 
Dec.  15  at  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
Lott,  minister  of  Enon  Church, 
FranWinton,  La.,  is  married  to  the 
former  Veronica  Ann  Davis  of 
Vancleave,  Miss.  He  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  flay  B.  Lott  of  Collins.  Miss. 


Call  kK  f 

BROCHURE: 


BAPTISTRIES 

HEATERS.  PUMPS 
FACTORY  DIRECT 
i/'TOLL  FREE  1-800-251-0679 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  615-87S  0679 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
3S 1 1  HIXSON  PIKE  •CHATTANOOGA.  TN  374 1 S 


Revival  dates 


Baptists  celebrate 
hospital  anniversary 

EKU,  .Nigeria 


ELECmOMC  ORGMII  REPMR  SERVICE 

We  Service: 

Allen  •  Hammond  •  Conn  •  Kimball 
Lowrey  •  Wurlitzer  •  Kawai 

GEORGE  KOERBER 
956-6741 
1-800-898-0320 

1406  Argyle,  Jackson,  MS:  956-6741 


.Nigerian  Baptists  /  uf 

an  .vciion  v.ommis-,_  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  ^  \  i 

^*Thnr  h  M  marked  the  EKU  Baptist  Hospital’s  ..i  i 

■R  miKiir  Fr  anniversary  by  establishing  a  A  plaque  was  presented  to  N.  L. 

^  $2,50.000  endowment  and  development  Shoemaker  Jr.  recently  in  appreciation 

fund  for  the  hospital.  Current  and  of  his  years  of  service  as  music  director 
h.  Philadelphia  retired  missionaries  who  helped  start  of  Clara,  First  Churcp.  A  reception  was 
19-21;  7:30  p.m..  Ed-  the  170-bed  hospital  returned  for  the  held  in  Gilbert  Hall  in  his  honor  Mitchell 
1  Hill  Church,  Car-  celebrations.  Smith  is  pastor. 

William  Crenshaw,  «  •  'n  •  ... 

liladelphia,  music;  .  MlSSlSSippi  BaptlSt  aCtlVltieS 

April  15  Easter 

April  16  Church  Building  Conference;  Hinds-Madison  Assn.  Office;  9:30 
e  of  humor.  Lord;  .  a.m  -2;30  p.m.  (PD) 

toseea  joke,  toget  f  State  Bible  Drills;  FBC,  Biloxi/FBC,  Hernando;  3:00-4:30  p.m. 

om  life,  and  pass  it  ^ 

Chester  Cathedral  April  17  Church  Building  Conference;  Pontotoc  Assn.  Office;  9:30 

a.m.-2;30  p.m.  (PD) 

State  Bible  Drills;  FBC,  Biloxi/FBC,  Hernando;  3:00-4:30  p.m. 
(DT) 

Senior  Adult  Choir  Festival;  Main  Street  BC,  Hattiesburg;  9:30 
a.m.-3;30  p.m.  (CM) 

April  19  Church  Building  Conference;  38th  Avenue  BC,  Hattiesburg;  8:30 
a.m.-2:30  p.m.  (PD) 

State  Bible  Drills;  3:00-4:30  p.m.;  FBC,  Brookhaven/CIalvary  BC, 
and  president  of  1125,  Brookhaven,  MS  39601  or  call  Tupelo/Harrisburg  BC,  'Dipelo  (DT) 

linistries  of  Min-  833-5209  or  833-7938  for  more  April  20-21  Literacy  Workshop;  Lake  Tiak  O’Khata  (CoMi) 
neapolis,  Min-  information.  April  20  State  Bible  Drills;  FBC,  Starkville/15th  Avenue  BC,  Meridian, 

nesota  will  be  lead-  Mrs.  Christensen’s  first  book.  What  3:00-4:30  p.m.  (DT) 

ing  a  one-day  sem-  Happens  When  Women  Pray,  was  in  April  20-21  State  Handtell  Festival;  Gulfshore  Assembly;  5  p.m.,  20th-3p.m , 
inar  entitled,  the  top  ten  best  sellers  for  four  con-  21st  (CM) 

"Lord,  Change  secutive  years.  Lord.  Change  Me.  first  April  20-21  Key  Leader  Seminar;  Baptist  Building;  Noon,  20th-Noon,  21st 
Me"  at  First  published  in  1977,  was  listed  for  two  (SS) 

Church,  Brook-  consecutive  years  in  the  top  ten  best  April  20-21  3rd  Grade  GA  Mother/Daughter  Overnight;  Camp  Garaywa;  4 
haven.  April  28.  sellers.  This  book  grew  out  of  her  ex-  p.m.,  20th-l  p.m.,  21st  (WMU) 

Regjiyation  is  perience  as  she  prayed,  “Lord,  April  21  State  Bible  Drills;  Parkway,  BC,  Jackson/Calvary  BC,  Jackson; 
$10  fonne seminar  Change  Me  —  not  those  around  me.  1:30-3:00  p.m.  (DT) 

and  lunch.  It  will  ME!”  She  has  also  written  two  other  Disaster  Relief  Training;  Central  Hills  Retreat;  9  a  m. -Noon 

begin  9  a.m.  and  books.  Gaining  Through  Losing  and  ( BRO) 

conclude  at  4  p.m.  What  Happens  When  God  Answers.  April  21  Interpreter’s  Workshop;  Camp  Garaywa  (CoMi) 


TOLL  FREE  (800)  366-1716 

(^rerhdtzer 


New,  47  passenger, 
TV  equipped  coaches 

Bm  SHpply  Charttrs,  he. 

800-748-8681 


nge  me  seminar 
in  Brookhaven 


Steq)les& 

Baptistries 


(hristensm 


Beyond  the  shadows  —  an  empty  tomb  and  hope 


NASB,  “Stop  clinging  to  me  .  . .  Mary  had 
come  to  the  tomb  expecting  to  find  a  lifeless 
body  to  which  she  could  render  a  final  service. 
She  found  instead  the  One  she  sought,  alive! 
And  she  is  reluctant  to  let  him  go,  not  realizing 
he  will  no  longer  be  bounded  by  space  and 
distance. 

WhUeit  is  natural  to  want  to  provide  decent 
burial  for  the  body  of  one  we  love,  we  should 
never  equate  that  loved  one  who  has  died  in  the 
Lord  with  the  lifeless  body.  Although  we  ma> 
not  understand  it  all,  we  know  that  his  resur 
rection  assures  that  the  believer  who  exits  his 
earthly  dwelling  goes  to  be  with  the  Lord.  Fur 
thermore,  we  will  one  day  have  glorified  bodies 
like  his.  In  the  meantime,  we  do  not  sorrow  like 
those  who  have  no  hope.  For  he  can  speak  per 
sonally  to  us  in  the  shadows  of  a  graveyard  oi 
at  any  other  point  of  need. 

Although  there  are  no  Sherlock  Holmes 
figures  in  this  story,  we  must  observe  that  the 
solution  to  the  mystery  of  the  empty  tomb  was 
—  and  is  —  elementary.  Elementary  to  the 
Christian  faith;  elementary  to  the  Christian’s 
hope. 

Campbell  is  pastor.  Chunky  Church,  Chunky. 


By  Wayne  Campbell 
John  20:1,  11-18 

The  artist  Zwiller  painted  a  picture  entitled, 
“The  First  Night  Outside  Paradise.”  Adam  and 
Eve  have  been  expelled  from  the  Garden  of 
Eden  and  are  preparing  to 
spend  their  first  night  in  the 
wilderness.  In  the  distance 
is  the  figi^  of  an  angel  with 
his  flaming  sword,  but  the 
eyes  of  the  couple  are  not 
fixed  on  him.  They  are  gaz¬ 
ing  far  above  him;  and 
there,  outlined  in  light,  faint 
but  unmistakable,  is  the 
form  of  a  cross.  With  expres¬ 
sions  of  awe  and  wonder, 
they  are  staring  toward  it,  as 
if  attempting  to  fathom  its  mystery.  Thus  the 
artist  conveys  the  hope  God  offered  to  man  in 
his  fallen  condition. 

Mary  Magdalene  saw  Jesus  die  on  the  cross. 
She  knew  his  body  had  been  placed  in  the  tomb 
of  Joseph  of  Arimathea  in  the  garden  nearby. 
Early  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  she  returns 
to  the  scene  with  the  herbs  and  spices  that  were 


of  the  Divine  Presence  with  us.  It  had  not  oc¬ 
curred  to  Mary  at  this  point  that  the  removal 
of  the  stone  pointed  to  the  solution  of  the 
mystery.  Likewise,  the  grave  clothes  lying  in 
their  peculiar  positions  ancLthe  two  men  in 
white  inside  the  tomb  were  clues  related  to  the 
missing  body. 

Only  when  the  one  she  mistakes  for  the 
gardener  addresses  her  by  name  does  the  light 
of  truth  beautifully  dawn  for  Mary.  If  you  or  I 
had  served  as  Jesus’  ai^wintment  secretary,  we 
likely  would  not  have  planned  his  first  post¬ 
resurrection  appearance  to  be  to  Mary 
Magdalene.  Perhaps  his  mother,  or  maybe  his 
eleven  apostles  would  have  been  chosen  W  that 
slot.  We  do  not  know  why  she  was  chosen. 
Perhaps  it  was  because  of  her  obvious  love,  or 
her  critical  need.  Regardless  of  the  reason, 
doubtlessly  the  most  meaningful  word  she  ever 
heard  was  her  own  name  spoken  by  the  resur¬ 
rected  Lord  in  the  glorious  moment. 

And  in  what  must  have  been  a  highly  emo¬ 
tional  scene,  she  fell  at  Jesus’  feet,  clasping  him 
in  her  arms  as  tears  of  sorrow  turned  to  tears 
of  relief  and  joy. 

Jesus’  response  (vs.  17)  is  rendered  in  the 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


part  of  the  burial  preparation.  She  has  come 
to  render  what  she  considers  to  be  the  last  ser¬ 
vice  she  will  have  the  privilege  of  offering  him. 

Mary’s  love  for  Jesus  had  its  origins  at  an 
earlier  point  in  his  ministry  when  he  had  met 
her  need.  Mark  (16:9)  identifies  her  as  one  “out 
of  whom  he  had  cast  seven  devils.”  Luke  (18:2, 
3)  mentions  Mary  among  those  who 
“ministered  to  him  of  their  substance.” 

Upon  approaching  the  grave,  she  saw  that  the 
stone  had  been  remov^  from  the  opening. 
Likely  assuming  that  either  grave  robbers  or 
the  enemies  of  Jesus  had  gotten  there  before 
her,  she  ran  to  get  Peter  and  John.  After  mak¬ 
ing  their  examination  of  the  grave  and  its  con¬ 
tents,  the  two  disciples  returr^  home,  leaving 
Mary  outside  the  tomb  weeping.  (I!ombined  with 
her  grief  was  the  frustration  of  beii^  unable  to 
do  for  Jesus  the  service  she  had  lovingly  plann¬ 
ed  to  perform. 

It  is  possible  to  be  so  preoccupied  with  one’s 
grief  that  one  misses  whatever  telp  may  be  of¬ 
fered,  to  allow  sorrow  to  blind  one  to  the  clues 


Campbell 


Three  words  that  changed  the  world 


>,  those  who  stand  in  arctic  temperatures  in  you.’  I  do  not  cry  that  cry.  He  has  come  back. 

D  I  R  I  P  R  Moscow  to  file  past  the  embalmed  remains  of  It  is  the  third  day  and  he’s  alive.  And  wherever 

_ _ _ _ Vladimir  Lenin.  All  of  these  freely  admit  that  your  heart  whispers,  ‘Help,’  he’s  right  there  to 

the  one  whom  they  worship  is  dead ;  but  we  pro-  give  that  help.” 

you”?  claim  a  Lord  who  is  risen,  remains  alive,  and  The  cosmetic  differences  made  by  the  resur- 

The  message  of  “He  is  risen”  has  not  only  is  therefore  able  to  save  (Hebrews  7:25).  Jesus,  rection  of  Jesus  are  obvious  to  everyone.  The 

changed  countless  lives;  it  has  changed  the  the  Messiah,  is  unique,  and  his  resurrection  has  word  “Easter”  appears  on  our  calendars, 

direction  and  thinking  of  our  world.  Those  proven  it.  C!hildren  hunt  for  eggs  and  we  eat  chocolate 

words  have  changed  the  way  we  look  at  Jesus.  Three  days  after  Mahatma  Gandhi  was  rabbits  (neither  of  which  has  anything  to  do 
The  resurrection  proves  that  Jesus  was  more  assassinated  in  1948,  the  radio  stations  in  India  with  the*resurrection  of  Jesus).  The  deeper  and 

than  just  a  good  man  or  a  prophet.  Jesus  had  continued  to  eulogize  the  father  of  India  night  lasting  difference  made  by  the  words,  “He  is 

claimed  to  be  God  (John  10:30),  but  it  is  one  and  day.  Mrs.  Naidu,  a  famous  Indian  Hindu  risen,”  is  made  one  person  at  a  time  He  is  alive, 

thing  to  make  such  a  claim  and  quite  another  poet,  was  in  charee  of  a  broadcast  on  Sunday,  but  some  live  as  if  he  were  still  dead.  Only  when 

to  prove  it.  In  the  fifteenth  century  there  were  three  da>«  after  Gandhi’s  dea^.  She  said,  “O  one  puts  faith  in  him  and  receives  his  grace  can 

those  who  claimed  that  the  earth  was  round,  Bapu  (“little  father”),  come  back.  We’re  or-  one  experience  the  difference  he  makes,  for 

not  flat,  but  until  Columbus  sailed  west  and  phaned  without  you.  We’re  lost  without  you.  then  he  lives  inside  the  one  who  receives  him. 

found  a  new  land,  many  remained  unconvinced.  Come  back  and  lead  us.”  E.  Stanley  Jones  was  Rumiko  Uematsu,  a  Japanese  graduate  stu- 
Unlike  other  religions,  Christianity  is  based  a  Christian  missionary  to  India  and  he  heard  dent  at  Ohio  University,  became  a  (Kristian 

on  the  historical  fact  of  a  risen  Lord,  not  mere-  that  broadcast.  His  response  to  it  reflects  the  last  year  during  a  small-group  Bible  study  led 

ly  on  beautiful  swings  or  wishful  thinking.  On  difference  that  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  has  by  the  ministry  of  “International  Students.” 

the  island  of  C^Ion  there  is  a  Buddhist  object  made.  He  swd,  “I  could  sympathize  with  the  'Hiis  year  she  says,  “Now  that  I’m  a  C!hristian, 

of  worship  —  it  is  a  tooth  that  is  allegedly  from  eloquent  plea  of  a  stricken  heart,  representing  the  resurrection  means  that  Jesus  is  not  just 

Gautama  Buddha.  Long  lines  of  people  file  by  a  stricken  nation,  but ...  I  thought,  *0  (jkxl.  I’m  another  man,  but  he  is  God  and  has 

to  venerate  this  artifact  protect^  in  a  glass  grateful  I  don’t  have  to  cry  that  cry  for  the  demonstrated  it!” 

case.  They  are  like  those  who  line  up  oi^ide  leader  of  my  soul;  O  Jesus,  come  back.  Come  Moseley  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Durham, 
the  tomb  of  Mohammed  in  Mecca,  and  like  back.  We’re  orphaned  and  stricken  without  N.C.  (former  pastor  of  Bayou  View,  Gulfport). 


Resurrection  and  faith  —  Thomas  believes 


would  prove  beyond  any  shadow  of  doubt  tha: 
he  was  indeed  the  Son  of  God. 

Tbnnyson  wrote  fitting  lines  to  describe  i 
dear  friend  of  his  who  had  died.  They  also  sui 
so  well  the  close  of  Thomas’s  study. 

. .  .  Thus  he  came  at  length 
“To  find  a  stronger  faith  his  own. 

And  Power  was  with  him  in  the  night, 

*  Which  makes  the  darkness  and  light. 

And  dwells  (Ibt  in  the  light  alobe.” 
Vinson  is  pastor.  Crossgates  Church 
Brandon. 


Thomas  for  this  confession.  The  fact  that  he  ac¬ 
cepted  this  act  of  worship  is  a  silent 
acknowledgement  to  the  reality  that  he  was  the 
“God  Man.” 

John’s  whole  purpose  in  writing  this  gospel 
is  expressed  in  verse  31 :  “But  these  are  writ¬ 
ten  mat  ye  might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the 
(Christ,  the  Son  of  (xod;  and  that,  believing,  ye 
might  have  life  throu^  his  name”  John  did  not 
set  out  to  write  an  all  inclusive  bic^phy  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  but  rather  to  selectively  present 
those  incidents  in  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ  which 


By  Tommy  Vinson 
John  20:19-32 

Thomas  made  the  mistake  of  believing  hh 
doubts  and  doubting  his  beliefs.  He  was  so  con 
vinced  of  the  hopelessness  of  the  situation,  that 
he  did  not  even  make  the  ef 
fort  to  show  up  on  that  first 
Sunday  evening  (vss.  19-23). 
His  absence  from  the 
.^|_fellowship  of  the  other 
r  apostles  was  not  due  to  a 
m  »  lack  of  love  for  Jesus,  but 

rather  to  sheer  desponden- 
jC  wanted  to  be  alone  to 

nurse  his  feeling  of  disap- 
pointment.  This  is  the  worst 
thing  which  one  can  do  in 
Vinson  circumstances. 

He  missed  out  on  the  wonderful  word  of  peace 
which  the  Lord  Jesus  gave  to  his  disciples  (vs. 
19).  Those  present  had  their  overwhelming 
fears  of  the  Jews  allayed,  and  were  also  given 
a  sense  of  relief  from  the  shame  having 
deserted  their  Lord.  Thomas  missed  out  on  both 
of  these  things.  He  probably  was  one  of  the  most 
miserable  people  in  Jerusalem  on  that  Sunday 
night. 

We  really  are  the  loser  when  we  fail  to  meet 
with  God’s  people  at  the  prescribed  times  of 
fellowship.  'There  were  two  people  who  missed 
that  Sunday  evening  service,  Thomas  and 
Judas.  I  don’t  really  Ui^  that^s  the  kind  of  per¬ 
son  Thomas  want^  to  be  identified  with. 

John  McArthur  says  that  'Thomas  was  not  a 
doubter,  but  a  loving  pessimist.  Someone  defin¬ 
ed  a  pessimist  as  “a  person  who  feels  bad  when 
he  feels  good  for  fear  that  he  will  feel  worse 


when  he  feels  better.”  Thomas’s  pessimism  is 
expres^  when  he  says,  “Unless  I  see  ...  I  will 
not  believe”  (vs.  25).  Here  he  is  presuming  to 
prescribe  the  conditions  on  which  he  will 
believe.  He  is  really  adopting  the  policy  that 
“seeing  is  believing.”  In  love  our  Lord  con- 
descei^  to  meet  the  demands  of  his  weak  faith 
(vs.  27),  but  in  so  doing  he  issues  a  slight 
rebuke :  “Because  you  have  seen,  you  belie\^, 
blessed  are  those  who  did  not  see,  and  yet 
believed.”  He  seems  to  be  emphasizing  that  we 
don’t  approach  God  through  the  gate  of  reason, 
for  (Rxi  is  higher  than  our  human  reasoning, 
but  rather  throu^  the  gate  of  faith. 

One  glimpse  of  the  risen  (Christ  was  all  that 
was  ne^ed  to  dissolve  all  of  the  doubts  of 
'Thomas.  Elarlier,  John  had  taught  that  the  Lord 
will  reveal  himself  to  any  earnest  seeker  (John 
7:17).  Tliomas  was  sincere.  His  disbelief  was 
not  the  triflings  of  some  superficial  fool,  but 
was  the  expression  of  an  earnest  soul.  God 
knows  if  our  doubts  are  real  or  just  some  smoke 
screen  to  cover  an  immoral  lifestyle 

Out  of  this  encounter  we  have  recorded  one 
of  the  most  wonderful  confessions  of  faith  in  the 
New  Tlestament.  “Thomas  answered  and  said 
unto  him.  My  Lord  and  my  God”  (vs.  28).  TTiis 
is  an  incr^ble  confession  coming  from  the  lips 
(A  a  Jew.  Tile  deification  of  any  man  would  be 
regarded  as  blaspihemy.  TTiomas  felt  that  he 
had  no  other  option.  In  light  of  the  resurrection 
he  could  only  conclude  that  he  was  standing 
face  to  face  with  deity.  Jesus  did  not  rebuke 


VBS  enrollment 


NASHVILLE  (BP) —Tbtal  enroll-  Vacation  Bible  Schools  was  1,619, 
ment  and  the  number  of  church  Vaca-  down  from  2,676  in  1988,  and  Backyard 
tion  Bible  Schools  increased  for  1989,  Bible  Clubs  totaled  3,218,  down  from 
while  the  number  of  mission  Vacation  3,980. 

Bible  Schools  and  Backyard  Bible  Churches  reported  54,611  profes- 
Clul»  was  down.  sions  of  faith  in  Christ  made  during 

A  report  for  1989  Vacation  Bible  Vacation  Bible  Schools,  for  a  decrease 
Schools  compiled  from  the  Southern  from  the  55,643  of  the  previous  year. 
Baptist  Uniform  dTiurch  Letter  an-  Participants  in  Vacation  Bible 
nual  statistical  survey,  as  well  as  School  gave  $1,149,137  to  the  Southern 
reports  from  Baptist  state  conven-  Baptist  Cooperative  Program  unified 
tions,  indicates  3,443,676  people  were  budget  in  1969,  fw  an  increase  over  the 
enrolled  in  Vacation  Bible  ^hool  in  $1,136,144  contributed  to  the  budget  in 
1989,  up  from  3,351,280  the  previous  1988. 

year.  In  1989,  churches  reported  60,057 

TTie  number  of  church  schools  prospects,  or  11.5  percent  of  the  pro- 
reported  was  28,783,  up  from  28,631  in  spects  discovered,  were  transfrared  to 
1968.  However,  the  number  of  mission  Sunday  School  rolls. 
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CjDevotioiuU^ 

Torn  apart 


By  Paul  MiUer 

IPith  a  loud  cry,  Jeaus  breathed  his  last  The  curtain  in  the  temple  waas 
torn  in  two  from  top  to  bottom  (Mark  15:37-38,  NIV).  — 

Hie  gospel  according  to  Mark  begins  and  ends  with  two  wonderful  acts  of 
God  that  stamped  his  approval  on  the  ministry  of  Jesus.  When  Jesus  came 
to  John  the  Baptizer  to  signify  the  beginning  of  his  earthly  ministry,  ^ 
heavens  were  tom  apart  by  the  power  of  God.  As  the  Spirit 


descended  in  the  form  of  a  dove,  the  Father  sp<Ae  his 
affirmaticHi  of  Jesus.  God  the  Father  was  in  essence  say¬ 
ing  that  Jesus  was  here  on  mission  and  that  Jesus  and  the 
Father  were  of  the  same  spirit. 

The  completion  of  that  mission  came  to  a  Roman  cross 
where  Jesus  gave  his  life  as  a  ransom  for  our  sins.  The  ftnal 
cry  of  victory  was,  “it  is  finished!”  The  literal  meaning  is 
“paid  in  full.”  As  a  slave  is  bought  from  the  auction  block, 
so  did  Jesus  pay  the  price  for  our  freedom  from  sin  and 
death. 

As  that  c^  of  victory  was  uttered,  the  second  act  of  God 
took  place  in  the  temple.  The  heavy  veil  that  covered  the 
Holy  of  Holies  was  tom  apart,  from  top  to  bottom.  Where  once  only  the  high 
priest  could  enter,  all  of  G<xi’s  children  would  now  have  free  access.  No  longer 
would  man  need  to  go  through  a  priest  to  God!  The  cross  made  the  path  to 
God’s  presence  accessible  for  all  of  us. 

What  a  gift!  In  one  final  act  of  love,  Jesus  paid  the  ^ce  for  our  sins,  open¬ 
ed  the  door  to  direct  communication  with  Almighty  Cod,  and  offered  to  all 
of  us  the  free  gift  of  eternal  life. 

Thank  you,  God,  fw  Calvary! 

Paul  Miller  is  pastor,  Mantee  Church,  Mantee. 


Miller 


(Photos  by  Tim  Nicholas) 


Acteeris 

conventions 


Baptists  offer  relief  to 
Mexico  tornado  victims 


Acteens  Conventions  were  recently 
held  at  First  Church,  Hattiesburg,  and 
First  Church,  Grenada.  With  over  1,200 
girls  in  attendance,  there  were  seven  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith,  100  rededications,  and 
eight  who  surrendered  to  full  time  mis¬ 
sionary  service.  In  photo  at  left,  center, 

Rita  LarKl  of  First  Church,  Louisville,  leads  DALLAS  (BP)  —  Within  24  hours  under  the  direction  of  Delores  York, 
a  mission  action  workshop.  These  were  after  a  tornado  ripped  through  C^-  a  volunteer  nurse  from  La  Feria, 
directed  by  Jan  Cossitt,  Acteens  consul-  dido  Aguilar,  Mexico,  leaving  800  peo-  Texas,  mobilized  at  nearby  C!one 
tant,  WMU,  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven-  pie  homeless.  Southern  Baptist  Oasis  Encampment.  Making  trips  to 
tion  Board.  disiUfyliel  welunteers  were  on  the  C^ndido  Aguilar  two  consecutive 

Gloria  Crittendon,  dramatist  from  scene^  -  —  days,  the  team  treated  93  tornado  vic- 

Austin,  Texas,  above,  leads  a  drama  The  tornado  hit  the  village,  about  50  tims.  No  casualties  were  reported, 
conference.  miles  south  of  Brownsville,  Texas,  In  addition  to  providing  emergency 

Pam  Booth,  standing,  bottom  photo,  during  the  early  evening  hours  April  medical  care,  the  team  also  delivered 
WMU  director,  Meadowood  Church,  2,  destroying  160  homes  and  damag-  blankets,  diapers,  and  other  supplies. 
Amory,  and  Jennie  Ward,  kneeling,  Ac-  ing  another  142.  Volunteers  accompanying  the 

teens  leader,  Meadowood,  Amory,  lead  The  next  day,  a  Texas  Baptist  Rio  health-care  professionals  read  Bible 
puppet  conference.  Grande  River  Ministry  medical  team  stories  to  children  and  conducted 

Iiym— —  ' ,  caai  preaching  services  for  adults.  Thirty 

'  decisions  for  Christ  were  recorded 

•  among  the  adults  April  4,  said  Jerry 

Johnson,  director  of  missions  for  Rio 
Grande  Valley  Baptist  Association. 


David  Romero,  a  member  of  the 
governor’s  staff  in  Victoria,  Mexico, 
was  in  contact  with  local  officials  to 
help  facilitate  the  coordination  of 
relief  efforts.  Romero  became  a 


INew  Testament  translation 
l-anned  in  Bangladesh 

DHAKA,  Ban^desh  (EP)  —  The  would  be  the  official  religion  of 
government  of  Bangladesh  recently  Bangladesh.  He  promised,  however, 
banned  the  possesion  or  importation  that  the  Hindus,  Buddhists,  and  C!hris- 
of  a  Bengali  version  of  the  New  'Ibsta-  tians  would  continue  to  enjoy  religious 
ment.  The  New  Ibstament,  known  as  freedoms.  Months  after  that  action, 
the  “Injil  Sharif,”  is  a  commonly  us-  jChitta  Ranjan  Dutta,  a  Hindu  who  had 
ed  and  circulated  version  which  uses  founded  the  HindinCiuistian-Buddhist 
culturally-appropriate  terminology.  Denization  to  monitor  the  rights  of 

The  government  ob^ts  to  the  Bi-  minorities,  said  that  members  of 
ble,  which  has  been  circulated  for  10  these  minorities  had  been  made 
years  there,  because  it  does  not  in-  “third-rate  citizens.”  He  said  it  was 
elude  the  translator’s  name,  and  harder  for  them  to  obtain  jobs  and 
because  it  was  published  in  Hong  government  appointments,  many  of 
Kong.  It  also  ‘todtains  very  Objbc-  which  are  officially  off-limits  to 
tionable  materials  under  the  Govern-  non-Moslems, 
ment  Custonur  Act  of  1969.”  The  Bangladesh  Government  in- 

The  book  “is  to  be  con-  sists  that  nothing  has  changed, 
fiscated  . . .  wherever  it  is  found  in  however. 

Bangladesh,”  a  government  order  — - — 

read.  It  is  *Yorbk)(ira  to  be  brought  in-  it  is  a  rare  person  who  doesn’t  hope 
to  the  country  land,  sea,  or  air.”  responsibility  for  his  failures  will  fall 


^  reiiei  eiions.  nomero  oecame  a 
J  Christian  as  a  result  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  disaster  relief  ministries  in  nor- 
M  .  theastem  Mexico  following  Hurricane 
I  Gilbert  in  September,  1988. 
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